Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




V- 



/Ps-^. 




\ 



SIMILITUDES 



IN HOLT SCEIPTURE. 



EEV. V. J. TEOWEB, M.A. 




LONDON: 

PrliUat fin Ike 

SOCIETT FOE PEOMOTING CHBISTUK KNOWLEDGE 



1668] 



LOKDOX: 
R. CLAT, PRINTKB, BREAD STREET UILL. 



SIMILITUDES, 



I. — LIGHT THE EMBLEM OP GOD. 

" This then is the message which we hare heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in hisi is no darkness at all.'* 
1 John I 5.— See also Luke ii. 82. John i. 9. 1 Tim. vi. Id. . 

Light was the first created^ and is the purest of all 
God's visible works. It has been chosen by God as 
the emblem of Himself. Its purity is the image of 
His holiness ; its brightness, of His glory and happi- 
ness ; its usefulness, of His infinite beneficence. What 
would be the state of the world without light ? There 
could be no beauty, nor order, nor cultivation of any 
useful arts. Things would soon return to that original 
chaos when the earth was without form and void, 
while darkness was upon the face of the deep.* 

We learn thus the state of any soul that is without 
God. It has no knowledge of the way to happiness 
and virtue ; no inward order and beauty of holiness ; 
nor any real comfort imder the troubles of life. The 
Lord alone can be its light and its salvation.* As 
light to one who sits in darkness and the shadow of 
death,' so is the knowledge of God to the soul of man. 
Whatever else is looked to for comfort or growth in 

' Gen. i. 2. « pp. ^yn i. s jga. ix. 2. 
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virtue, will prove only like the sparks which flash 
brightly for a short season, and soon go out.* 

And as the eternal God is said to be " light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all ;'* so, also, we read of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that He is " the true light, that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." So 
scriptural is the confession of the Church in her 
Creed :» being <*God of God," He is '* Light of 
Light ;" from all eternity begotten of the Father, 
with whom He is of one substance, power, and 
eternity. 

And thus, also, the children of God are said to be 
** children of light."' Being born of water and of 
the Holy Ghost,* they are partakers of a Divine na- 
ture.* And they are commanded to walk in light, 
even "in the light of the Lord."" As God is light 
without darkness, so Christians, also, are to be '^ full 
of light, having no part dark."' " If we say that we 
have fellowship veith him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth : but if we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin."« 



II. — ^DARKNESS THE EMBLEM OF EVIL. 

" Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil." John iii. 19. — See Luke xxii. 63. Acts xxvi. 18. Horn. 
xiiLlSL 2 Cor. vi. 14. 

A8 light is the emblem of the blessed God, it follows, 
that darkness is the emblem of evil ; and " the power 
of darkness** signifies the power at present possessed 
by Satan over the children of disobedience. 



* Isa. L 11. ' Nicene Creed. ' Luke xvi. 8. Epb. v. 8. 

* Johp iU. 5. » 2 Pet i. 4. • Isa. ii. 5. 

7 Luke jO. W. • 1 John i. 6, 7. 
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" Truly/' says the Preacher, " the light is sweet, 
and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
sun."* Darkness, on the other hand, is uncongenial 
to us and unpleasing. We feel ourselves helpless in 
darkness and sigh for light ; we cannot exercise our 
powers, nor enjoy the beauties of creation. In giving 
us ** a lesser light to rule the night,"' and in spangling 
the heavens vnth all those glorious constellations which 
render a star-light night so beautiful, God has con- 
sulted our natural repugnance to darkness ; and as we 
feel this natural dislike to darkness, so should sin 
excite in us the feelings only of repugnance and 
abhorrence. It is in darkness that the creatures 
most loathsome as well as most terrible to man 
come forth, for the most part, from their secret 
places, as if they shrunk from the pure light of 
day. Works of moral evil, also, shroud themselves 
under the shades of night, and are called ** un- 
fruitful works of darkness."* They shrink from being 
made manifest ; and thus the darkness in which they 
seek concealment, is the emblem of their own loath- 
someness and baseness. 

As "whatever makes manifest is light,"* he who is 
the prince of darkness would keep the soul in igno- 
rance and error ; and our frequent prayer should be, 
that God, who conunanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, would shine in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ.* And, remembering that as light and darkness 
cannot exist together, so there can be no concord 
between God and Satan, or between good and evil ; 
may we stedfastly " eschew those things that are con- 
trary to our profession, and follow all such things as 
are agreeable to the same." The collects for the first 
Sunday in Advent and the third Sunday after Easter, 
are suitable prayers after [such reflections as these; 

' Ecclcs. xi. 7. * Gen. i. 16. 

' Eph. V. 11. See Job xxiv. 16. * Eph. v. 13. 

* 1 Cor. iv. 6. 
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^ud none more so than the collect for St. John the 
Evangelist's day : " Merciful Lord, we beseech Thee 
to cast Thy bright beams of light upon Thy Church, 
that it being enlightened by the doctrine of Thy 
blessed Apostle and Evangelist St. John, may so walk 
in the light of Thy truth, that it may at length attain 
to the light of everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen." 



III. THE GOOD SHEPHEKD AND THE HAPPY FLOCK. 

"I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine." John x. 1 — 30. — See also Psalm xxiii. Isaiah xl. 11. 

The shepherd has just led his flock into a fresh pas- 
ture. He had a lamb in his bosom, as he guided 
them along the flinty road ; and so gently and ten- 
dierly did he lead them, that you would have said, 
tJie flock must be his own. They axe now feeding in 
the rich meadow, beside the pleasant stream. 

So tenderly does a good shepherd feel for his help* 
less charge, that in countries where they are exposed 
to wolves, or other beasts of prey, he will defend them 
from such dangers, at the hazard of his life. He 
knows his sheep by name, and they also know his 
voice, and are ready to follow him, whithersoever he 
may lead them. 

The Lord Jesus is the good Shepherd; and we 
are " the people oS His pasture, and the sheep of His 
hand."* We are His own flock: for He bought us 
with His own blood ; and He knows us all by name, 
and He desires to lead each of us to those pastures 
which are most suited to our spiritual wants. Espe- 
cially does He care for the youngs the weak, >the 
helpless ; and He will, as it were, carry them in His 
besom, and guide them to the waters of comfort. He 

' Ps. XCT. 7. 
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knows that there is a wolf — that is, Satan — ever seek«» 
ing to enter the fold, that he may carry away the 
sheep and destroy them ; and such was our Shepherd's 
love for His flock, that He laid down His life for our 
^ake, to save us from that ruin. 

Shall we not trust in the mercy and carefulness 
of this good Shepherd, under every temporal and 
spiritual sorrow ? ShaU we not " know His voice," 
and follow His blessed guidance, and keep within His 
happy fold ? No wolf can ever pluck us out of His 
hands, if we thus look to Him for help. Let us be 
me^, and harmless, and usefuL So shall we lack 
nothing that is really good for us in this world ; and 
even in the valley of the shadow of death, His rod 
and staff will comfort us. 



IV. — THE LOST SHEEP. 

^' What man of you, hai^ngan hundred sheep, if he lose one of them^ 
dotib not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost, until he find it 1 And when he hath found it, 
he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing." Luke xv. 4 — 7. — See 
also PaaJm cxiz. 176. Isa. liii. 6. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 

AsJCI ^ame over the heath, where the rock shows 
itself under the scanty pasturaffe, I noticed asolitary 
«heep, v^ich had evidently wandered from its fold. 
It bleated piteously, and was scared at every sound 
and every shadow. It seemed to be callinsr for its 
companions, and vainly trying to recover and retrace 
the path by which it had so rashly strayed from its 
home. 

I went towards the poor wanderer ; but it fled from 
a stranger;* and would probably have perished in that 
solitude, had not the shepherd missed it from the fold, 
and come in time to seek it. As soon as he espied 
it from a distance, he hastened towards it ; and the 

^ John X. 5. 
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sheep^ aware of his kindly purpose, suffered him to 
come near, and take it in his arms. He raised it on 
his shoulders, and bore it away, rejoicing. 

And such, (as I pursued my path,) I said to myself, 
is the state of one who has wandered from God and 
happiness, in the maze of sinful lusts and worldly 
vanities. He finds, at last, that there is no satis- 
faction in the ways of evil ; and that he must have 
perished in his sin, had not Christ come down from 
heaven to seek and to save the lost.* That gracious 
Saviour seeks the poor transgressor in the desert, and 
hastens to persuade him to return. He finds him, 
and guides him into the path which he was too blind 
and helpless to recover ; and rejoices in bearing back 
the wanderer to His fold. 



V. — THE POLISHED CORNERS OF THE TEMPLE. 

'' That our daughters may be as the polished comers of the temple.'' 
Psalm cxUv. 12, Prayer-book version. — See also Gal. ii 9. Eph. 
ii. 20— 22. Rev.iiL12. 

How gracefully is the roof supported by that range 
of columns ! What strength and beauty do they add 
to the sacred building ! Each one follows the other in 
a perfect order and an exact proportion to the part 
assigned to it, in supporting the entire fabric. 

Thus fair and glorious is the sight, when the young 
press forward, with a zeal that is tempered with 
modesty and reverence, to do their work in the 
Church of God. What gives such strength and 
beauty to a Church, as when our sons and daughters 
thus bear the part which the Master-Builder has 
assigned to each; and when "young men and maidens ' 
alike " remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth ?"* Then is eariy piety most full of promise, 

* Luke xix. 10. * rs^cxlviii. 12. Eccles. xii. 1. 
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when its fervour is most orderly, and ready to spend 
itself in lowlj services and a meek obedience. 



VI. — THE HIRELING LOOKING FOR THE EVENING. 

" Is there not an appointed time to man on earth ? are not his days 
also like the days of an hireling % As a servant earnestly desireth 
the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work ? 
so am 1 nuule to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights 
are appointed to me." Job vii. 1 — 3. — See also Job xiv. 5, 6, 14. 
Matt. xzii. 1 — 16. John ix. 4. 

Let us watch the labourer at his toilsome task for a 
few minutes. How faithfully does he exert his 
strength, that he may honestly earn the hire for 
which he has undertaken to bear the burden and heat 
of the day ! Now and then he looks wistfully at the 
lengthening shadows, and notices how far the sun has 
gone down in the heavens. Most welcome to him 
will be the hour of rest and payment ; but he does 
not suffer himself to suspend his work, until the time 
agreed upon is come. 

Thus is man set upon the earth, to work the work 
of God for an appointed season ; and thus faithfully 
should he spend himself and be spent in the service 
of his gracious Maker. He owes to his Maker every 
faculty of soul and body ; and that gracious Being has 
promised to all who serve Him truly a rich reward 
when the day of life is over. The reward, indeed, will 
be of grace and not of debt ; for at best we are unpro- 
fitable servants, who have done only what it was their 
duty to do.* And who of us has done even so much ? 

Let us not waste in folly or in sin the time that is 
due to God. There is no reason, indeed, why we 
should not wish for the season of rest, so long as this 
desire does not make us less diligent in duty. The 
time for rest will come, when the time for work is 
over. If we faithfully give ourselves up to our duty 

* Luke xvii. 10. 
a3 
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where God has placed us, wie may with comfort watch 
the lengthening shadows, and humbly hope, through 
the merits of our blessed Saviour, that He will own 
us as His true servants, when the day is come to its 
close. 



Vn. THE LITTLE CHILD. 

^ And JesuB called a little c]uld uato him, and set him in the midst 
of them, and said, Yesily I say nnto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.'' Matt, zviii. 2, 3. — See also Job xxziii 25. Faalm 
cxxxi. 2. 1 Cor. xiv. 20. Eph. v. 1. 1 Pet. i. 14. 

Those who axe entrusted with the nurture of a little 
chUd, may learn from him lessons as precious as any 
which it will be their duty and happiness tp teach 
him. The seeds, indeed, of an evil nature are in his 
heart, even though he has been regenerated in baptism 
by God's Holy Spirit; but still he is untainted by 
the world, and fresh from his Maker's hands ; and 
our blessed Saviour has made him the- type of a child 
of God. 

His artless ways, and his ignorance of worldly craft, 
are a lesson of that simplicity and freedom from guile 
which should mark a Christian. He does not desire 
the first place ; but knows himself to be unworthy of 
notice, e:^cept through the condescension and kind- 
ness of his elders. He does i;iot thirst for gold or great- 
ness ; but loves those who show him kindness, whether 
they be rich or poor. With real humility he feels his 
own helplessness and dependence upon others; and 
never fancies that he can do without their aid. If we 
see a child venturing, as it were, to stand alone, and 
trust in his own power ; or if we see him already spoilt 
by affectation^ and the love of finery and the world, we 
say. How little is it childlike ! How soon has a wither- 
ing blast spoilt the freslmess of an opening flower ! 

A little child is trustful and confiding ; open, un- 
suspicious, and forgiving; teachable, and ready to 
believe. He does not cavil and question. He knows 
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his powers of mind and body to be only in their dawn ; 
and that his place is to be a learner, and to obey. Pure 
as yet from all grosser pollutions ; with a eonseience 
so tender as to be uneasy at sins which too soon are 
little thought of; witJi a heart confiding affectionately 
in those who take care of him, and are kind to him,, 
he is indeed unconsciously a monitor to all who 
have eyes to see and hearts to understand. Humility, 
modesty, and reverence, are ever brought befcHre the 
minds of those who have to do with little children. 

Thus should we know our humble place and feeble 
faculties ; and with modest reverence guide ourselves 
by every token of the will of our heavenly Father. 
We should be pure and truthful ; open and imsuspi- 
cious; ignorant of malice and evil. Knowing how soon 
the conscience becomes less tender, and how the pos- 
session of earthly wisdom is apt to make men cavillers 
and questioners instead of meek disciples in the schocd 
of Christ, we should watch against any sign of a gradual 
hardening of the conscience ; and, while we should 
indeed be *^ men in understanding," pray that we may 
be kept from pride of reason. Should we not also pray 
for that ready faith in imseen things, and that trustful 
and affectionate temper, which are so blessed ? And, 
looking with deeper dread on the evils we have sus- 
tained from the world, the flesh, and the devil, we 
should more and more value the gracious promise : 
** His flesh shall be fresher than a child's : he shall 
return to the days of his youth.'* ^ 



Vni. — ^tHE FADING LEAF. 

'' We all do fode as a leaf/' Isaiah Ixiy. 6. — See also Psalm xc. 5, 6. 

Isaiah i. 80 ; xl. 7. James L 11. 

Already the tints of autumn are stealing upon tlie 
forest. Here and there we see a falling leaf; and in 

* Job zxxiii. 26. 
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many which are yet on their branches, the full green 
of summer is passing into a paler hue. 

How gradually does the change come on ! We 
scarcely perceive a difference from day to day ; but 
after the interval of a week, it is distinctly seen ; and 
then the breeze of autumn snaps the link by which 
the shred was joined to its branch, and wafts it to its 
resting-place under the parent tree. 

And such is the strength of man. ** We all do fade 
as a leaf.'* The freshness of youth soon passes into 
the maturity of manhood ; and thus, by gradual but 
rapid steps, the feebleness of age comes on. Thus 
is " our strength *but labour and sorrow ; so soon 
passeth it away, and we are gone."i 

Let it not steal on us unawares ; nor let it be said 
of us, " Gray hairs are on him here and there, yet he 
knoweth it not." * in youth and health let us think 
on our common frailty, and put away from us " the 
pride of life ;" ^ remembering that we must soon re- 
turn to the dust from whence we came.* 

The leaves with which the earth is strewn will know 
no second spring. Our great Redeemer has won for 
us a resurrection from the grave. So live, that our 
hope at last may be full of immortality/ 



IX. — THE STRONG CABLE. , 

" A threefold cord is not quickly broken." Eccles. iv. 12. — See also 

Gen. xi. 6 — 8. Psalm cxxxi. John xi. 52 ; xvii. 21 — 23. Ephes. 

iv. 4—6. 
" Woe unto them that draw iniquity fvith*cords of vanity, and sin as 

it were with a cart rope." ® Isaiah v. 18. — See also Jer. xiii. 23. 

1 Cor. V. 9. 

If you consider how it is that a hempen twine is 
made strong enough to draw a loaded waggon, or to 

* Ps. xc. 10. * Hosea vii. 9. '1 John ii. 16. 

* Gen. iiL 19. » Wisd. Ui. 4. « See Lowth's Isaiah. 
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bear the strain of a ship as she rides at anchor, you 
will see a significancy that perhaps did not occur to 
you before, in the use which Holy Scripture makes 
of this work of human art as an emblem. 

It is formed of many threads, twisted together into 
one cord, and these cords are again combined into 
one cable. Each thread in itself is so weak, that a 
child could break, or the slightest weight would burst 
it ; but when the threads are twined into one rope, 
their united strength is such as would have seemed 
incredible. " A threefold cord is not quickly broken." 

The truth is thus brought before us, that union is 
strength. They who are ■ weak and helpless singly, 
are able to produce a vast result when they combine 
their powers. It was in order to restrain His sinful 
creatures from doing what they had imagined to do,^ 
that God scattered them over the face of the earth ; 
and He gathers together again His elect people in one 
body in Christ, that, by uniting their various energies 
in one work, and for one end, they may strengthen 
each other's hands, and effectually " bruise under foot" 
the powers of darkness. " Every kingdom divided 
against itself," says our Saviour, "shall not stand;"* 
and so is it, as to a house, or family, or a Church. 
The divisions of the Church of Christ have been one 
great hindrance to its progress among the heathen ; 
and in our own beloved country may God give us 
grace to lay to heart the dangers caused by our un- 
happy divisions, and take away all pride and preju- 
dice, and whatever else may hinder us from godly 
union and concord ; that as there is but one body and 
one Spirit, and one hope of our calling ; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all ; 
so we may, henceforth, be all of one heart and one 
. soul ; and being united in one holy bond of truth and 
peace, of faith and charity, may, with one heart and 
one mind, glorify God through Jesus Christ.* 

» Gen. XL 2 Matt. xii. 25. 

' See Collect in Service for Queen's Accession. 
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But there is aiKxth^ lesson suggested to us by the 
same figure of speech, used in a somewhat difierent 
maimer : " Woe unto them that draw iniquity witJi 
cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope.*" 
The meaning seems to be, that as a strong cable is 
formed of threads twisted together, so the rooted habit 
of evil in any heart is formed of numberless single 
trai^gressions, each one of whidi might have been 
resisted at the time ; but when they have, by their 
united influence, formed a habit, the work of recovery 
is like that of bursting asunder some strong cable ; 
and thus it is written, " Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spots ? then may ye also 
do good, that are accustomed to do evil." 

We read of Samson, that when he was bound with 
ropes, he burst them asunder like a thread,^ by the 
wonderful strength which God had given him. And, 
God be thanked, there is a power by which the most 
deeply-rooted habits may be broken. The skin of the 
j^thiopian may pass away, and the leopard may lose 
its spots. But we should learn to resist the begin* 
nings of evil, and to break singly the threads which 
Satan would wind axound us, before they become 
such a cord as may seem to defy our utmost strength, 
and we shrink from what we think a hopeless task. 



X. — THE fowler's SNARE. 



** Surely in vaia the net is set in the sight of any liird." Prov. LIT. 
— See also Psalm xci. 3. Psalm cxxiv. 7. Prov. vi 5 ; viL 23. 
Eccles. ix. 12. 1 Tim. iii. 7. 2 Tim. ii. 26.i 

The fowler has not worked to-day in vain. There is 
a fluttering of wings among the grass on yonder bank, 
which shows that some poor bird is taken in his snare^ 
and is vainly struggling to be free. The snare was so 

^ Judges ZTi. 12. 
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skilfully set^ that the bird could see nothing of 
its danger, but flew into it unawares. 

There is an enejny^ who is ever setting snares in 
our path. This enemy is Satan ; and the snares 
are those many false reasonings and vain seductions 
by which he misleads to their ruin such as are un- 
wary and unstable. To one he says, " Stolen waters 
are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.'* ^ 
To another, " Do not trouble yourself to repent 
at once, but wait for a more convenient season."* 
To a third, " You shall have peace, though you walk 
in the imagination of your heart, to add drunkenness 
to thirst." ' To a fourth, " The number is so great of 
those who are careless and live in pleasure, that God 
ciui never take account of each.*' He adapts the 
snare to the habits and weakness of each one of us ; 
as a skilful fowler studies the habits of the several 
birds which it is his business to take. So many bave 
been taken by the snares of Satan, that his devices 
may now be said to be '* set even in our sight :" and 
yet wicked people are more foolish than yonder flut- 
terer ; and are caught, though they might see their 
danger. It is far more diflSxiult to recover ourselves 
out of the fowler's snare when we have been caught, 
than to avoid it from the beginning. 



XI. — SPARKS FLY UPWARD. 

*' AlUioogh afflidAon cometh not forth out of the dust, neither doth 
trouble spring out of the ground ; yet man is bom unto trouble, 
as the sparks fly upward." Job v. 6, 7. — See also Gen. xlvii 9. 
Job xir. 1, 2. Acta zir. 22. 1 Cor. x. 13. Heb. xii. 7, 8. Proy. 
viL 14. 

This world is under certain laws, which God es- 
tablished when He called it into being, and which 
act invariably and uniformly. By these laws the 
sparks as invariably fly upward, as bodies that have 

* Prov. ix. 17. * Acts xxir. 25. * See Dcut. xxix. 19. 
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weight fall downward. By these laws the seed that 
is put into the ground springs and puts forth its 
blade ; and the several seasons succeed each other in 
a regular order. 

In like manner, the life of man is subject to the 
operation of certain fixed laws : one of which is here 
said to be as unalterable as the law by which '' the 
sparks fly upward." ** Man is born unto trouble, as 
the sparks fly upward." 

This was not always the case. Our first parent 
was created unto happiness. The earth yielded to him 
its strength.* The elements all ministered to his 
enjoyment : all things from within and from without 
wrought, as it were, in harmony and concord, to satisfy 
his desires, which were only innocent and moderate. 
But in consequence of his fall, man came under 
another law, and now is " born unto trouble.*' " In 
the sweat of his brow he must eat bread." *^ Vanity 
and vexation of spirit" is inscribed on the fairest things 
of the earth, and on his dearest hopes and possessions : 
and even of his condition under grace it is written, 
** Through* much tribulation we must enter the king- 
dom of heaven." *' Blessed are they that mourn : 
for they shall be comforted." * So that, although the 
ministrations of heavenly comfort are promised, the 
cup of sorrow is not removed. The character of sor- 
row is indeed changed by that grace which maketh 
aU things new ; ' it is now the chastisement of a gra- 
cious parent, not the infliction of an angry judge ; 
but yet the law remains the same, that man is born 
unto trouble as the sparks fly upward. 

The same passage of Scripture, however, which 
declares man's inheritance of sorrow to be as sure as 
the laws of nature, seems to distinguish between the 
one and the other. " Affliction cometh not forth out 
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the 

» Gen. iii. 18 ; iv. 12. « ^att. v. 4. 

3 Kev. xxi. 5. 
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ground." It does not come by chance, nor yet by 
the operation of a law, the effects of which are the 
same in all places and to all persons, like the growth 
of plants from the ground. The law by which we 
are bom to trouble, is administered by a gracious 
Father, who appoints the time and the kind of trou- 
ble, with a merciful consideration both for our pecu- 
liar character and our great weakness. He giveth 
strength according to our day.' ^* He stayeth His 
rough wind in the day of the east wind." ' He suits 
the burden to the power of bearing it. 

Let me, then, regard my " appointed time on 
earth" in its real character. Let me not, like the 
young and thoughtless, imagine it a continual round 
of pleasures and triumphs ; but remember that it is a 
period of chequered happiness and much tribulation. 
When I see the cup of sorrow dealt round to others 
by an unseen hand, let me bear in mind that my turn 
must come, and prepare myself in the day of pros- 
perity for the season of affliction. And when the 
cup is delivered to me, let me receive it with meek- 
ness and cheerfulness, as what I have indeed ex- 
pected ; what I know is meant for my good ; what 
IS the necessary fruit of sin ; but if it be rightly 
received, has been turned by God's mercy into one 
of the remedies for sin. How blessed is it to know 
that trial comes neither by chance nor yet by the 
operation of a blind and indiscriminate law, but that 
in the darkest season we may look up to the merciful 
Dispenser of joy and sorrow, and say, " My times are 
in Thy hand I" * Thou knowest what is good for me. 
O give me grace to remember what is written : " He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him." * 



1 Dcut xxxiii. 25. * Isa. xxvii. 

' Pa. xxxi. 15. * Ps. cxxvi. 6. 



IS Similiiudes used hi 

XII. — THE EETURNING SWALLOW. 

'' The stork in the heayen knoweth her appointed times ; ami the 
turtle aBud the crane and the swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people know not the judgment of the Lord." 
Jer. viii. 7. — See also Luke xix. 44. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

What was it that skimmed over tte stream, where 
the ripples are so bright in the morning sunshine ? 
It was the first swallow of th^ returning spring. It 
has come back to us in its season, nor will it again 
leave us till the leaves, which are now bursting from 
their buds, are withered and falHng. It is true to the 
Divine law which concerns its return and its departure. 
It .^knows the time to come and the time to go ; and 
neither loses the summer pleasantness by delaying its 
return, nor runs the risk of suffering from the wintet 
frost, by prolonging its stay too late« 

Surely it gives us a lesson of heavenly wisdom. 
Consider (it says) the condition of your being ; and 
observe the right time and the permitted season for 
doing your appointed work. How many do not 
begin tne work till summer is well-nigh over,* and the 
winter of life is nigh at hand ; when, if they work at 
all, they work witi every disadvantage ! Too many 
have not the heart to betake themselves to their 
duty in earnest. 

Use rightly the short season while it lasts ; for 
" now is the accepted time ; and now is the day of 
salvation." 



XIII. — THE TREE PLANTED BY THE WATERSIDE. 

^' He 8hall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season ; his leaf also shall not wither ; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Ps. i. 3. — See also Numb. 
xxiv. 6. Isa. Ixi. 3. Jer. xvii. 8. 

Look, my child, at the fruit-tree that is growing so 
freshly by yonder rivulet. What is there in nature 

' Jer. viii. 20. 
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more beautiful ? How full is it of life and health ! 
In every bursting bud and every opening flower it 
seems to enjoy the existence which it has received 
from the bountiful Creator. As it bends its branches 
over the sparkling streaju* or waves them in the soft 
wind, as if rejoicing in the sun and showers, it re- 
minds us of that happy garden * in which our first 
parents were placed in the days of their innocency. 

It is fed by the running stream near which it 
^grows ; and however parching may be the summer 
beat, its leaf will be green, for its roots will not lack 
moisture.' Its blossoms give promise of the richest 
fruits, when the husbandman shall come to gather 
them in the autumn. 

My child, in that fruit-tree you see an emblem of 
some faithful servant of God. Thus beautiful is 
Christian holiness to those who have " eyes to see" • 
and hearts to understand its beauty. Truej'oy and 
spiritual health are thus the portion of the righteous, 
in whom we behold, in some degree, that *^ image of 
God** * in which our first parents were created. 

The blossoms of yonder tree are like the promise 
of early piety. Its fruits will be like the " heavenly 
virtues" * which are seen in a Christian repining for 
glory. And as it draw6 its nourishment from the 
neighbouring stream, so is the Christian's life sus- 
tained by the " living water"' which he ever draws 
from " tne wells of salvation." ' That living stream 
is the grace of God's Spirit ; first given to us with 
the water of holy baptism, and ever near to strengthen 
and refresh us. When the power of temptation is 
like a scorching heat, the true Christian is still ena- 
bled to bear fruits of love and holiness; and the secret 
of his strength is, that he is supplied with this " spring 
of living water, springing up unto eternal life." 

1 Gen. ii. » Luke viii. 6. » Deut. xxix. 4. 

* Gen. i. 27. * Baptismal Service. ® Jolm iv.lO. 

^ Isa. xii. 3. 



20 Similitudes used in 



XIV. THE COMPASSIONATE FATHER, 

" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him." Ps. ciii. 13. — See also Deut. zzxii. 6. Mai. i. 6. 
Matt. vi. 9. Luke xv. 18. Heb. xii. 9. 

When I see a father ruling his own household* with 
an authority both wise and gentle ; providing for the 
present wants of his children, and laying up ^ for their 
future support ; indulgent to their various tastes, and 
promoting their blameless pleasures; restraining all 
evil with a serious admonition, or correcting it with 
a wise severity ; I have before me the truest image 
which can be seen on earth of that awful and al- 
mighty Being, who, by suffering us to call Him 
** Father," has made each earthly father a type or 
emblem of Himself. 

He would teach us, then, to obey His will, and to 
regard Him with a holy awe and a deep reverence, of 
the same kind with that which we feel towards the 
earthly author of our being, who, in our tender years, 
both chastened and corrected us for our faults, and 
also taught us the principles of virtue and wisdom. We 
ought, indeed, to regard all who are our superiors in age 
or rank, in excellence or acquirements, vrith lowliness 
and reverence; but towards none canwefeel that vene- 
ration with which we look up to him who was to us, in 
the dawn of reason, almost in the place of God, and 
towards whom we turned as our provider and in- 
structor, our ruler and example ; whose reproofs we 
dreaded when we were in fault, and to whose praises 
we looked as our best reward. The filial tenderness 
and affection vrith which we turn to him, neither can 
nor ought to be unaccompanied by this reverential 
sense of the relation in which we stand, and the duty 
of obedience, as well as gratitude, which we owe to him. 

And thus no thought or feeling of our hearts towards 

» 1 Tim. iii. 4. « 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
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God should be untempered by the recollection that 
*' holy and reverend is His name." * Our love for 
Him should, indeed, be fervent and supreme, but 
ever joined with the thought that He is *^ glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders;"* and that 
the very angels veil their faces before Him, as they 
say, " Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts."' 
" Serve the Lord in fear, and rejoice unto Him with 
reverence."* "We have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence; 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live?" 

But chiefly, by teaching us to regard Him as a 
heavenly Parent, and by sending forth into our hearts 
the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, " Abba, 
Father,"* God would lead us to look up to Him with 
affectionate trust, and to repose with comfort on the 
thought of His fatherly compassion. On what earthly 
friend do we so depend as on our father, for provision 
and assistance ? To whom do we so turn in trouble 
with the assurance of finding comfort, and in difficulty 
with the hope of being guided and advised ? If we 
have committed faults, and the world around is dis- 
posed to view those faults with harshness and visit 
them with severity, we seek a father's ear, into which 
to pour our sorrows; and we are assured that a 
father's breast will not be unmoved by the feeling of 
compassion tov/ards us, nor his lips refuse the promise 
of forgiveness. 

And has not God taught us, that ** as a father 
pitieth his own children, even so is the Lord merciful 
unto them that fear Him?'* And if we have de- 
parted from His fear, has He not, in the parable 
of the prodigal son,® assured us that no father more 
tenderly yearns over a son that has wandered from 
him than the Lord earnestly desires our return to 

* Ps. cxi. ». * Exod. XV. 11. ^ i^ yj 3. 

* Pa. ii. 11. Prayer-book version. • Rom. viii. 15. Gal. iv. 6. 

* Luke XV. 
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holiness, and compassionately welcomes us back when 
we come to Him as true penitents ? 

Let me, then, " Arise and go unto my Father, and 
say unto Him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in Thy sight, and am not worthy to be called Thy 
son." Let me confide assuredly in His paternal love, 
and trust Him in His chastisements. Let me regard 
His frown as the greatest evil, and the light of Hi^ 
reconciled countenance* as the chiefest good ; let me 
fear, above all things, to vex His Holy Spirit,^ and 
strive to resemble Him ; remembering those words of 
my gracious Saviour, "Be ye perfect^ even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect."*. 



XV.— THE TRtJB VIXE. 

*^ I am the true yhie, and mj Father is the huftbandmau. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away : and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he pnrgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more* fruit. Kow ye are clean through the word which I have 
gpoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. J am the vine, ye are the branches : 

' He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing.. If a man abide 
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; and men 
gather them, and cast' tiiem into the fire, and they are burned. 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be dime unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples." 

/John. XV. 1 — 8.— See also Isa. iv. 2. Isa. liii. 2. 1 Cor. xiv. 27. 
1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. 

Who that looks upon the vine in winter, would ima- 
gine its beauty as well as fruitfulness in summer, when 
it throws its tendrils from one support to another, and 
the dark clusters of grapes show themselves through 
many an opening under the rich foliage ? 

Who that had seen our blessed Savioyr in the days 
of His flesh, when He was a despised and lowly wan- 
derer, would have imagined that so despised a Stem 

» Ps. iv. 6. 2 Isa. ixUi. 10. » Matt. v. 48. 
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would put forth branches, and bud, and blossom, and 
fill the world with fruit ? ' 

When our Lord calls Himself " the True Vine," 
we are instructed to look at the vine as emblematic 
of Him. Its mean appearance in winter, contrasted 
with the beauty and abundance of its summer fruits, 
is one point of the resemblance, which resemblance, 
however, is chiefly seen in the union between Him 
and His members. " I am the vine ; ye are the 
branches.'* " As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye 
except ye abide in Me." As the branches obtain 
from the root and stem of the vine all sap and 
nourishment, so do we obtain all spiritual grace and 
blessings only through the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
do not grow on this stem by nature, but on the 
corrupt tree of the old Adam, which can yield only 
evil fruit.^ The Father, who is " the Husbandman," 
severs us by His grace from that evil stock, and grafts 
us into Christ the True Vine ; that we may obtain 
through Him the great gifts of pardon, peace, and 
Strength ; and bear those fruits of holiness which He 
teqtares, and by which our Lord tells us that He is 
** glorified." And having crrafted us into Christ in order 
that we may be fruitful. He prunes us that we may bear 
more fruit. As a skilful gardener prunes the branches 
of a vine, not to destroy them, but to make them fruit- 
ful; so does the heavenly Husbandman prune His spiri- 
tual branches by the chastisements which He sends on 
them, not "in indignation,"' but in mercy; to subdue 
in them the remains of. the old nature, and to render 
their fruit more choice and more abundant. If any 
branches bear no fruit, they are at length severed 
from the tree, and bound in bundles to be burnt. 

Blessed be Thy name, O Lord, that Thou hast 
planted this true and living Vine to tear in the world 
those heavenly fruits of the Spirit* which the old stock 

» See Numb. xvii. 8, and Isa. xxvii. 6. * Matt vii. 17. 

» Ps. vi. 1. * Oal. V. 22. 
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could never have produced; and that of Thy sovereign 
mercy Thou hast grafted me by baptism into this 
Divine Branch from the root of Jesse. Fruitless and 
barren as I have been, how great is Thy mercy, that 
Thou hast not yet cut me otf from the tree ; but still 
prunest me and chastenest me for good ! 

Oh! let me ever *' abide" by faith in this Vine; and 
especially by receiving continually of its *' fulness" * in 
the holy communion of my Saviour's body and blood. 
Let me earnestly endeavour to bear those fruits which 
are to Thy glory through Jesus Christ ; and fearing 
above all things to be severed from the tree, receive 
meekly the trials by which Thou wouldest graciously 
prune me and make me fruitful. 



XVI. — SNOW. 

*' Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Ps. li. 7. — See also 

Jobix. 30. Isa.!. 18. ' 

The earth is beautiful in its summer dress ; but if you 
would see it as an emblem of purity and innocence, 
you must look forth on some bright winter morning, 
when it is covered vnth a mantle of snow. There 
is a transparency in the piercing air; and the few 
clouds that are seen near the horizon, seem to float in 
a clearness beyond what belongs to this lower world. 
The eye fails in some parts to trace the outline of 
the whitened hills against the sky. Although the air 
is so transparent, no speck or stain is seen on all the 
glistening surface. The bright scene impresses us 
with a feeling of the beauty of a stainless innocency ; 
and a secret wish arises in the heart that this rude, 
bad world could be for ever purified; that everything 
which defileth could be for ever done away, even as 
no such thing shall enter into the eternal city.^ 
Deepen, O Lord, in my soul a conviction of the 

> John i. 16. 2 RcT. xxi. 27. 
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foulness of sin, and the excellency of true holiness. 
1 acknowledge that it is soiled and stained by num- 
berless pollutions of evil, and I confess, with Thy 
servant of old, " If I wash myself in snow water, and 
make my hands never so clean; yet shalt Thou plunge 
me in the ditch, and my own clothes shall abhor me." 
But Thou hast promised, that though our " sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; thoujrh they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." To Thee 
I look for cleansing and sanctifying grace. " Purge 
me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Cleanse me in 
that precious blood in which Thou hast taught me, 
that Thy saints wash their garments and make them 
ijvhite.* 



XVn. — THE sow RETDBNING TO THE MIRE. 

^ It is happened unto them according to the trae proverb, the dog 
IS turned to his own Tomit again ; and the sow that was washed to 
her wallowing in the mire." 2 Pet. ii. 22. — See also 2 Ghron. xzly. 
2, 18, 22. ProY. xxvL 11. Luke yiii 13. Heb. x. 26—29. 

How many are there who seem for a time to *' have 
escaped the pollutions of the world, through the 
Icnowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;"* 
and are then again entangled therein and overcome ! 
They were not only washed from original sin in the 
waters of baptism, but they seemed for a time to have 
been proof against corruption. At length some new 
temptation occurs ; some change of outward circum* 
stances exposes them to a new trial, or some restraint 
is removed, which curbed the besetting sin ; and they 
again give way to the old evil, and often run even to 
a greater excess of riot.* Holy Scripture likens such 
persons to the dog that " is turned to his own vomit 
again ; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing 
in the mire." These images excite in us the feelings 

> Ber. TiL 14. « 2 Pet il 20. » 1 Pet. iv. 4. 

[668] ^ 




26 Similitudes tMed in 

of disgust and aversion ; and they are used, not 
only to show the loathsomeness of such a return to 
evil, and the degraded condition of these unhappy- 
persons in the sight of God and all pure and happy- 
spirits; but also to remind us, that as the instinct of 
these inferior creatures impels them to what is con- 
genial to their nature, so " the old man" ' in us is ever 
liable to break out again in its evil tendencies, unless 
we are continually watchful to keep it under, and bring: 
it into subjection/ 

The restraints against evil which are only outward 
are of little real avail. King Joash* did that which 
was right all the days of Jehoiada the priest; but 
when the restraint and awe of that faithful servant 
of God was removed, he broke out into the most 
grievous crimes. What we want is an inward prin- 
ciple of holiness ; and we should continually pray that 
the evil nature in us may not only be restrained, but 
rooted out ; that the old man be not only weakened 
in us, but so buried that the new man may be raised 
up in us/ 

And we cannot too often reflect, that by any return 
to the pollutions of the world, a man assimilates him- 
self to those inferior creatures whose habits are so 
revolting to the commonest feelings of our own na- 
ture. Nothing can be useless which may serve by 
God's blessing to deepen and strengthen in our hearts 
the conviction of the moral loathsomeness of vice. 



XVin. — THE ANT. 



^ Gk> to the ant, thon alnggard ; consider her ways, and be wise : which 
having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her meat in the 
summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest." Prov. vi. 6 — 8. 
— See also Mat. xxv. 26. Luke xiv. 25 — 83 ; xvi. 1 — 12. 

A LITTLE insect is here brought forward to reprove 
our sloth and thoughtlessness. We are desired to 

» Eph. iv. 22. » 1 Cor. ix. 27. « 2 Chron. xxiv. 

* See the Office for Public Baptism pt Infants. ; , 
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consider her wise foresight and her voluntaiy labour* 
Knowing that a time must come when she mil vainl j 
seek her usual food on the surface of the ground, she 
** provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her 
food in the harvest.** She does not su&r the food to 
perish which in the vrinter she will rejoice that she had 
stored up against that pinching season ; nor does she 
waste the time on the right employment of which her 
eomfort will then so greatly depend. Her toil and 
perseyerance are prompted only by that natural in- 
stinct which suggeste to her that in the season of dearth 
she shall need the store which ^e lays up in the sea-^ 
sou of plenty. She '* has no guide, overseer, or ruler.**^ 
TVith skilful and patient labour she adds, day by day,, 
to her heap; and wants no continual exhortation of 
others to stir her up to her duty and employment. 

How diffievent is this diligence from the conduct of 
thottj^Uless man, who knows that a day is coming 
when he sfafiill need an interest in his Bedeemer*s suf* 
ferii^, and a treasure laid up in heaven;^ and yet 
takes no pains to secure the one, nor to provide the 
other ! In things which relate only to this present 
life, we too often see the most astonishing want of 
foresight ; and how, for lack of exertion and pains-* 
taking, men let slip the most important advantages. 
The wise king has brought before ys the picture of a 
sluggard tuimng on his bed, as a door tumeth on his 
hinges ; and when he should rouse himself to useful 
labour, still calling out for more indulgence in sleep.' 
Perhaps too many of us have at times given way to 
this disgraceful sluggishness; and the time of prayer 
or other duties has been shortened, because the time of 
sleep has been improperly prolonged. It is not easy 
to say in how great a degree health of mind, as well as 
healtii of body, dependis upon early rising. Unless 
some quiet time for devotion and study is secured be- 
fore the turmoil of worldly a&irs is be^n, the soul 

» Matt Ti 20. » Prov. xxir. 33, and xx?L 14. 

B 2 
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will certainly languish, and it will walk far less hap- 
pily in the light of the Lord than if its prayer had 
been indeed directed to God early in the morning, 
and its eyes had then looked up unto the hills from 
whence its help cometh.* 

Useful work of some kind or other, amounting in 
reality to such labour or occupation as requires diligence 
and self-denial, is the duty of all, whether rich or poor; 
and the poor have one great advantage in this respect 
over the rich, inasmuch as they have less temptation to 
that idleness and pride which so often go along with 
fulness of bread." Many, however, are active and pains- 
taking in the affairs of this life, who are asleep about 
their souls, and still put off the discharge of their duties. 
They take no pains to provide the oil v^ithout which 
the lamp will be useless;' and though God sends His 
ministers to rouse them to a sense of their true in- 
terest, His overseers to guide them and watch over 
them, they think only of the present life. Too late 
they will find that spiritual poverty surely follows 
spiritual sloth. Their " poverty vrill come as one that 
travelleth, and their grants as an armed man."* Their 
souls will be destitute of ** the true riches"* in that 
day, when the greatest earthly profits or success will 
be vain and useless. 

Lord, give me grace that I may be wise in time ; 
and learn even from the ant the lesson of foresight and 
diligence, for which Thou sendest me to her. In life 
let me prepare for death ; and in time for eternity. 



■ '>' 



XIX. — THE MARRIAGE UKIOX. 

" The hnsband is the head of the wife, eren as Chiist is the head of the 
church ; and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church 
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ ahio loved the 
church, ai^ gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse 

' Pa. V. 3, and cxxi. 1. • Bzek. xvi. 49. * Matt. xxv. 1. 
* Prov. vi. n. * Luke xvi. 11. 
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it with the washiDg of water by the word, that he might present it 
to himself a gloriooschurch, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; bnt that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought 
men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his 
wife loveth himsel£ For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nonrisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church; for we 
are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mys- 
tery; but I speak concerning Christ and the church.'* Eph. v. 
23— 82.— See also Isa. liv. 5. Hos. ii. 19, 20. Bev. xix. 7. 9. 

As a royal bride is the emblem of the Church of Christ, 
so the marriage-union is the type of the mysterious 
relation between Him and His people. The Office in 
the Prayer-book for holy Matrimony thus reminds us, 
after the example of Scripture, that ^ matrimony is an 
honourable estate instituted of God in the time of 
man's innocency, signifying to us the mystical union 
that is betwixt Chnst and His Church.' The Apostle 
intimates that this sacred relation was typified in the 
union of our first parents, and also in the particular 
manner of £ve*s formation out of the substance of 
Adam.^ And he says, in another place, " The head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
is the man ; and the head of Christ is God."^ 

As then between a man and his wife, so also 
between Christ and His Church, there is an union of 
the most entire love and mutual complacency. And 
it is meant that this union shall subsist for ever ; for 
He says, " I will betroth thee unto Me for ever ; yea, 
I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I 
will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness, and 
thou shalt know the Lord."* 

But the great resemblance which is intended, is 
foimd in the never-failing protection afibrded by 
the husband to the wife, and in the wife's withdrawal 
of her affections from all earthly objects, and her entire 
surrender to her husband of her whole heart and 

» Gen. ii. 21. » 1 Cor. xi. 3. » Hos. ii. 19, 20 
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iaaind. How great must be the love of Ghrist for the 
Churchy who gave Himself for it, that He might sanc- 
tify it for Himself^ and that it might be holy and 
without blemish ! And how entirely should the Church 
be subject to h^r heavenly Lord, and seek to do in all 
things whatsoever is pleasing in His sight ! 

Let married people also consider, since their ho- 
nourable estate is thus consecrated into so divine a 
mystery, what a view is thus brought before them of 
the tender support which is due from the husband to 
the wife, and the reverence and submission which the 
wife should render to the husband. They who em*- 
bitter their union by strife and clamour, do not only 
forget their marriage vows, but also dishonour a sacred 
mystery. 

, The union between Christ and His Church, which 
is so close and tender even here, will hereafter be 
known more fully, and this " great mystery" will be 
better understood. May we prepare ourselves for 
Ihat more immediate presence into which we shall 
then enter t How assuredly may we trust the love 
of Him to whom we are so closely and tenderly re*' 
lated; and how earnestly should we say with the 
Psalmii^, '^I hate the sins of unfaithfulness; there 
labaU no such cleave unto me ! "^ 



XX. — LAMBS AMOKG WOLVES. 

• > 

'^ I send ycm forUi aa Uunba anumg wolves." Luke z. 3* — See also 
Isa. zi. 6. Matt. yU. 15.. John xxi. 15. Acts zz. 29. 

When the Lord sent His seventy disciples to preach 
the kingdom of God, He toM them that they went 
** as lambs among wolves." He would not have them 
go blindly into danger, without first counting the 
ttost ;* Jmd in thus preparing them for what was before 

1 Ps. ci. i, Pmyer-Book vets. * Luke ziv. 28. 
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theiii^ He perhaps meant also to remind them of that 
difference of character which must distinguish and 
soever them £rom the world around them. The Jews 
at that time were filling up the measure of their ini- 
quitiesy^ and showing what human nature becomes 
when given up to its own devices. And as the preach- 
ii^ of Christ's disciples would offend the roost 
cherished prejudices of their coimtrymen, there was 
doubtless something peculiar in their case, in respect 
both of the danger to be incurred, and also of the 
perceptible difference that would be between the ser- 
vants of God and His enemies. 

But the figure of speech here used by our blessed 
Saviour will always, in a real sense, represent the 
cxmdition of His Church in the world. Ak the evil spirit 
is spoken of as ^' the wolf that catcheth and destroyeth 
the sheep," ^ so they who are his children, because they 
do hi^ works,' aitelikewisespcdcen of as wolves, '^ breath- 
ing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples 
of the iionl."* ."Die people of Christ, on the other 
liand, are spoken of as ^' lambs," as well from their 
seeming helplessness as from their peaeeableness and 

Eatience. How truly does this figure describe the 
oly Stephen' surrounded by the fierce council, when 
they gnashed upon him with their teeth, and stopped 
their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, although 
they had just before seen his face as though it had 
been the race of an ai^el ! Or still more does it apply 
to our blessed Lord Himself, when He was encom- 
passed by that fierce multitude which cried, '^ His blood 
be on us, and on our children."* He 'looked for 
some to take pity, but there was none ; and for com-« 
forters, but there was none."' It is said expressly 
of Him on that occasion, to show His meekness and 
patience, *^ He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter. 



1 ICfttt zxiiL 32. > John x. 12. ' John idii. 41-44. 

^ Acts iz. 1. » Acts YL and viu. < Matt xziL 25. 

' Pb. IxU. 20. 
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and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth." * 

And "as He is, so are"* His disciples in the world. 
We may bless God, indeed, that in this age and 
country the profession of His pure and undefiled reli 
gion does not expose us to the terrible sufiTerings 
which in former days the people of God have under- 
gone for their principles ; but still our calling and 
duty is to " walk by faith"' in a world which thinks 
only of " the things that are seen ;"* and if we do 
this faithfully, we shall continually condemn its works* 
both by our principles and conduct, and we shall draw 
down on ourselves more or less of its dislike and oppo- 
sition* 

We must, therefore, count our cost, and be prepared 
for this result of sincerely serving God, and of seek- 
ing a city yet to come.' Our part must be to re- 
member that " as Iambs among wolves," so should 
Christians be distinguished by patience and by inno- 
cency of life in an ungodly world. If reviled, we 
must not revile again,' If injured, we must " over- 
come evil with good.*** In all things there must.be a 
real principle of distinction between us and those who 
are not influenced by the faith which .they profess. 
And we may remember for our comfort that Christ 
would never have sent His disciples forth as " lambs 
among wolves^" unless He had meant to sustain their 
seeming helplessness by the supply of a divine power. 
His Church seems, at any moment, to be at the mercy 
of the world ; and yet the world is really borne with 
for the sake of the Church.® " God ever chooseth the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise ; and 
the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty ; and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, and are not, to bring to 

1 Isa. liii. 7. » 1 John ir. 17. » 2 Cor. v. 7. 

* 2 Cor. iv. 18. * Heb. xi. 7. • Hcb. xiiL 14. 

7 1 Pet ii. 23. • Rom. xii. 2L 

» Gen. xix. 22. Matt. xxiv. 22. 
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nought things that are : that no flesh should glory 
in His presence." * 



XXI, — THE CITY SET ON A HILL. 

*' A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid/' Matt. v. 14. — See aUo 
Numb. XXXV. 13—15. Pa. xxxL 21. Matt. x. 82. John xiii. 35. 

The city on yonder steep has been again and again 
in our sight, as we have continued our ramble through 
the fields and copses. If hid for a time by some in- 
tervening hill, or lost to view from the winding course 
of the paths which we took, it soon burst upon us 
again as we issued from a wood, or climbed another 
brow. At every new turn it has seemed to remind us 
of itself again, and of all the busy interests and 
labours that are rife within these walls. The towers 
and spires which are like a crown on that pleasant 
slope, again and again called up a train of thoughts, 
very different from such as natmrally belong to the 
sylvan scenes through which we wandered. 

Each servant of God must be in his vocation and 
calling, as " a city set on a hill." He must not so 
mix lumself up with an ungodly world, as not to be 
discerned and separated from it by a difference of 
principle and habits. His whole life and conversation 
being framed in conformity with the word of God, 
must testify that he is " of another spirit,"' from the 
mind of the careless and disobedient ; and he must 
also, according to his means and opportunities, be in 
this world as " a son of consolation ;" ' a minister of 
mercy and rest to the weary and the heavy-laden. 

We are cautioned, indeed, against doing anything 
from an ostentatious or self-righteous temper ; but as 
*' a city that is set on a hill cannot be hid," so a man 
cannot faithfully act up to the principles of the 

> Cor. i. 27—29. * Numb. xiv. 24. » Acts Iv. 30. 

b3 
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Gospel of Christ without, in the long ran, making it 
plain to those around him, that he acts i¥om a hea- 
venly hope, and with a view to unseen things. And 
this fact has been divinely ordered for the increase of 
true religion in this world. When men take note of 
any one, Aat he is consistently influenced by an un- 
ear^ principle, which purifies his Ufe, sustidns him 
in trouble, humbles him in prosperity, and quickens 
him to whatever is lovely and of good report ,* they 
aate drawn to seek grace from God, that the same 
Divine principles may be implanted in their own 
hearts, and may bear the same blessed &uits. So 
that, while we watch carefully against any signs of a 
vainglorious or ostentatious spirit, we must remem- 
•ber that charity forbids us to hide our true character 
under a veil of conformity to the maxims of the world* 
We should often examine whether or uot our practice 
would be essentially different, if we had never heard 
of Christianity ; and whether they who notice our 
habitual ways and temper, could ascertain what axe 
the principles which we profess, from observing the 
practices ii;i which we livew 



:XX1I. — I^SB BRDISED BEED ASD THQEi SMOKCETO 

TLAX. 

'"A brnifled leed sbsll he not break, and t^e smoking flax aball be 
' not quendL'' Isa. zlii. Si— See aJ)90 . ZcMsh. iv.. 10. QaL vL 1. 

^TAb bruised reed,^ which has been crushed by 
some weight that has passed over it, and appears to be 
bowed hopelessly to the ground, is the emblem of 
one who has been crushed under the weight* of his 
sins, and of all that sorrow and remorse which are 
sure to follow in their train. The principle of life 
in him is not, indeed, utterly extinct ; but he is 

*Phil.iv.8. "HeKxiLl. 
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limnbledy as it were, to the very dtist, and looked 
down upon by the proud and self-righteous. They 
would not scruple to crush the fallen Christian more 
severely — to break the bruised reed irrecoverably. 

**The smoking flax** is another emblem of the 
same case : and with this additional resemblance. If 
tie flax which has been lighted will not bum, its 
smoke is so offensive that all cry out impatiently to 
have it quenched as soon as possible. And this fact 
is elsewhere* used to show how abominable are the 
wicked in the sight of their holy Maker; for He 
says of them (and especially of such as say to their 
feUow-sinners, Stand by thyself, for I am holier than 
thou), " These are a smoke in My nose ; a fire that 
bumeth all the day ;** that is, not a quick and plea- 
sant flame, but a mere smouldering fire ; such as 
lingers in flax when too damp for any flame to break 
out, and emitting only a noxious smoke. 

God has assured us that our gracious Saviour (for 
it is of Him that the prophet speaks, see Matt. xii. 
20) will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax. He will endure with much long-suffering 
what proud men would impatiently quench ; and He 
will not rashly snap asunder the last thread by which 
a spiritual life keeps its hold on the soul of one who 
has fallen. He will deal gently with those who are 
bowed down b^ their own reproaching conscience, or 
crushed under the censures of a frowning world. He 
will give them space to repent, and will endeavour 
even to raise the bruised reed, and to quicken into a 
flame the smoking flax. He will bear with the infir- 
mities of those who may yet be revived to a lively 
hope ; and He will comfort the wounded conscience, 
and cherish the faint beginnings of grace. 

Thus has God suggested to us a lesson of peace 
and hope, even from the bruised reed which you were 
so rudely about to break. Spare it for the sake of 

' Isa. Ixr. 5. 
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m 

the consoling truth and the word of mercy, which it 

{)reaches to us in its bent and crushed condition, and 
earn to minister to those whose fallen state it repre- 
sents. Pray that the spark of Divine life may burn 
brightly in your own soul, and seek to kindle it into 
a steady flame, wherever it seems almost quenched, 

" If any be overtaken in a fault restore such 

an one in the spirit of meekness." 

And remember that it is far better to be as a 
bruised reed, (of a contrite and humble spirit,^) than 
to be' as the cedars of Lebanon that are exalted and 
lifted up, or as the oaks of Bashan, on which the day 
of the Lord of hosts shall be. For " the loftiness of 
man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of 
men shall be made low ; and the Lord alone shall be 
exalted in that day*" 



XXIII. — THE HEN GATHERING HEH BROOD. 

** Jerusalem ! Jerasalem ! thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee ; how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not." Matt xxiii. 37. — See also DeuL 
zxxii. 11, 12. Ps. xcL 4 ; Ixiii. 7. 

Some enemy of yonder helpless brood has appeared 
in sight. They run instinctively to the parent bird, 
with all the agitation of terror, but with the most 
undoubting confidence of finding shelter and pro- 
tection. 

Nor are they disappointed in their hope. The hen 
also has caught sight of the hawk that is hovering 
over the grassy court, and she hastens forward to meet 
her frightened brood. Fearless in defence of her 
young, she places herself in front of the danger. 
She ** gathers her chickens under her wings." Not 
one of them is denied admission to that hiding-place, 
which they all so fondly seek, under a sense of their 

^ Isa. Ivil. 15. ' Isa. ii. 
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own utter helplessness. With maternal care she looks 
round to see that each has been alarmed in time, and 
is safe under her sheltering wings. And now, though 
every motion and sound betrays her anxiety and 
tenderness, she is satisfied in being prepared for the 
worst that may come. She knows that no enemy can 
reach her young but by first destroying herself. 

How beautiful in so lowly and timid a creature 
is such an instance of tenderness \ such forgetfulness 
of her own danger and her own feebleness, in the 
defence of her more helpless progeny ! How wonder- 
ful an endowment is the gift of instinct ; less exalted, 
indeed, than reason in its capacities ; but more true 
and faultless in exercising them, so far as they ex- 
tend ! But, above all, how wonderful that so lowly a 
creature should be capable of feelings and conduct 
which admit of comparison vrith the mercy shown 
by the Mo^ Highest towards the children of men ! 
He has been graciously pleased to point to this instance 
of maternal love as an emblem of His own unspeakable 
tenderness and compassion towards us ; in order that 
we may confide in Him, and flee to Him for refuge 
in time. When our blessed Lord foresaw the coming 
desolation of Jerusalem, " How often (said He) would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathers her chickens under her vdngs.'* He 
spoke with the yearnings of that amazing love which 
brought Him down from heaven to die upon the 
cross ; and of which a mother's love for her young is 
the nearest resemblance that can be seen on earth, for 
its purity, its intenseness, and its forgetfulness of self. 
Yet how faint is even the maternal instinct, when 
compared with His Divine compassion ! '^ Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb ? Yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee."* 

He knew our danger. He thought not of His own 

1 lea. xliz. 15. 
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sufierings. He hid not Himself from shame and from 
the cross. He placed Himself in the very front of the 
danger ; and on His side, and hands, and feet, are the 
wounds received in that conflict with the powers of 
darkness, which, for our sake. He underwent. He 
looks around to see if we will not flee to Him for 
protection, and, as it were, hide ourselves under 
the shadow of His wings, untU this tyranny be over- 
past.* 

How many despise the danger, and will not believe 
in the necessity of the shelter, till too late ! How 
many think themselves able to meet it by their own 
strength; or that they may safely delay to betake 
themselves to the hiding-place provided ! The enemy 
comes upon them before they are aware ; and then 
they vainly look from a distance to the refuge which 
was as open to them as to others, but they would not 
flee to it. 

Lord, give me a wiser and a happier mind ! Know- 
ing Thy unspeakable compassion, let me fly to Thee 
in time from every terror, — from the malice of Satan, 
the reproaches of conscience, the strength of tempts 
ation, the fear of death or of coming evil. And do 
Thou hide me always under the shadow of Thy 
wings ! As yon helpless brood nestles in more closely 
to their parent's side, the nearer and the more immi- 
nent the danger ; so let every cause of sorrow or 
dismay lead me only to trust more simply to Thy 
mercy, and cling more closely to Thy sure protection! 



XXnr. — THE SUN AN ESBLEM OF CHRIST. 

^' Unto yoa that fear my name, shall the Sun of Bi^teonsnesa arise 
with healing in his wings." MaL iv. 2. — See also Ps. zix. 4 — 6. 
Luke i. 78. 

The sun is the fountain of light to this lower world. 
Day by day, it rises on us with its gladdening beams : 

» Ps. Ivii. 1. 
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and widi tike letoni of Ik^ is oomiected tlie sense of 
reviTing power in oaxsdhres ; inT^orated health and 
dieeifimiesB ; lenewed and willing a{^lication to 
appointed duties. God Himself has made it the 
rater over die daj. All nature seems to own its 
influence. The flowers that drooped, or closed their 
leaves dming the n^ht, expand themselves 2^;ain when 
the sun ariseth. The gvngeous cdoors with which 
the clouds that were lat^ daik are now illuminated, 
bespeak the return of the absent king ; and die doads 
themselves are scattered at his approach. The loadi- 
some or savage cre a t ur e s that love darkness now *' get 
them away together, and lay them down in their dens. 
Man goedi fc^di to his woik, and to his labour until 
the evening."* 

Christ is to the moral vrorld what the sun is to the 
natural world : die Source of life, and health, and 
motion. He is **die Sun of Righteousness;** be- 
cause die robe of righteousness in which His people 
** shine,** is the light which they reflect firom Him ; 
and on this account His Church is said' to be ^ clothed 
-widi the sun.** And the inward righteousness also, in 
which dieyare created anew after die image of God,' 
is derived from His illuminating presence in their 
hearts. And He rises on us '^ vfdth healing in EQs 
yna^f because He brings with Him, day by day, 
spiritual health to those who are diseased in soul, 
comfort to those who mourn, rest to the weaiy and 
heavy-laden.* 

The world had long lain in darkness and the shadow 
of deadi,' waidi^ with ^* earnest e^^^ectadon " * for 
the first tokens of ** the day-spring from on high ;" 
even as travellers in a starless night, or as they diat 
watch in loneliness and weariness, wait with eager 
longing' for the burst of morning. At length the 
Sun of Righteousness arose ; when He who was with 

V Fa. dv. 22, 23. * Rev. xiL 1. 

> Eph. iv. %k, andCoL iiL 10. « Isa. bd. 1, 2. Hstt zi. 28. 

> Isa. iz. 2. • Bom. Tiii 19. 'Pa. cxzz. 6. 
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the Father from all eternity was born at Bethlehem ; 
and took our nature upon Him. And as the light from 
the morning sun travels with inconceivable speed* to 
the remotest corners of the earth, and penetrates into 
the darkest recesses ; so did the light from the Sun of 
Righteousness penetrate "the dark places of the 
earth." ' It scattered the mists of ignorance and sin, and 
called forth from the garden of God's Church* those 
fruits and flowers which it could never otherwise have 
borne. Nor is His power to heal and comfort diminished 
by the lapse of years. As the sun in the heavens has 
the same quickening and cheering power over the 
material world as in the day when God first formed 
it and set it in the heavens ; so have the beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness the same efficacy to heal the 
wounded conscience, and to comfort the afflicted soul, 
as when they first shone upon His humble followers. 
Remember that we need the daily influence of that 
cheering presence as much as the natural world re- 
quires the daily action of the returning sun. And if 
we know ourselves the value of that spiritual health 
which can be attained only by His blessed influence, 
we shall earnestly pray and endeavour that the same 
Sun of Righteousness may arise on all nations which 
are yet unacquainted with Its healing power ; and that 
as the ruler of the spiritual heaven, He may sway the 
hearts of men in all parts of the world ; drawing them 
unto Himself,* and ordering all their unruly wills and 
afiections.* 



XXV. THE WASTE HOWLING WILDERNESS. 

'' He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilder- 
ness.** Deut vaii. 10. — See also Isa. xxxr. 1 ; zL 3. Ber. xii. 6. 

The warm feelings and the lively fancy of youth lead 
u$ to imagine this world a place of endless pleasure ; 

^ See Bishop Home's Comment on Ps. ziz. ' Ps. Ixxiv. 20. 
» Cant. iv. 12. ♦ John xu. 32, 

.' Collect for Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
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where light toil is followed by fresh amusement; 
where each new candidate for happiness is received 
with frankness and assisted with ready zeal ; where 
every wish is crowned with success, and there is no 
time for sorrow in the perpetual round of interest and 
occupation. Holy Scripture represents the world as 
a '^ waste howling wilderness:" "Waste," because it 
bears no fruit that is really healthful or satisfying ;» 
and " howling," because it is peopled by those who 
are as the wild beasts of the desert in unruly passions 
and mutual injury. Its dark places are said' to be 
full of the habitations of cruelty. The terrible wil- 
derness in which the children of Israel wandered forty 
years on their way to Canaan, is the Scriptural type 
of the world. And experience soon shows that the 
account which Holy Scripture gives of the world is 
the true account. Its pleasures are tempting in ap- 
pearance, but bitter to those who eagerly seize them.* 
Instead of receiving the new-comer with cordial wel- 
come and frank assistance, its inhabitants seek only to 
take advantage of his simplicity, and to keep the start 
of him in the race for those things which they count 
desirable. The weak, the afflicted, and the friendless, 
are scomftilly passed over, or oppressed with cruelty. 
Such is the wilderness which we have to cross on 
our way to Heaven. God finds us in it as infants 
who have been exposed by their parents, and are 
lying in their blood, and perishing,' He saves us by 
His sovereign grace, and adds us to His Holy Church. 
He gives us His word to be " a lamp unto our feet, 
and a light unto our path,"* so that on "the dark 
mountains," * and beside the dangerous pits, our feet 
may not stumble ; but that we may be able to make 
out the true way, though sometimes (it may be) only 
a step at a time. 

N9t even this lantern, however, will avail " to keep 
us from falling," * unless we lean always on that invisi- 

» Isa. Iv. 2. * Pa. Ixxiv. 20. » Ezek. xvi. 6. 

* Pb. cxix. 105. * Jer. xiiu 16. « Jude 24. 
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bk, but eyer-present. Friend, who ^* sticketh closer 
than a brother."^ Our wisdom will be to remember 
at all times the true nature of this place in which 
our pilgrim^e is appointed ; that so we may never 
be tempted to linger on the road by anything that 
seems fair on the r^t hand or on the lefU We shall 
pity those who are looking for a home, where all is so 
hollow and so dark ; and we shall seek occasions for 

Srsuading them to join us, as Moses persuaded 
obab,» by saying to him, "We are journeying unto 
the place of which the Lord hath said, I will give it 
you. Come thou with us, and we will do thee good ; 
for the Lord hath spok^i good concerning Israel.** 



XXVI. — THE CHOICE GABBEN. 

" How goodly are thy tentSy Jacob ! and thy tabeniaeles, O lanel | 
As the yaUeys are they spread forth, as gardens by the riyer's side, 
as the trees of lign-aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as 
cedar-trees beside the waters." Kmnb. aodv. 5, 6.--See tiiso Gen. 
ii. 15. Isa. IL 8; td. 11. Jer. zzzi. 12. 

As the waste wilderness is the emblem of Ae world, 
so a choice garden is set forth in Holy Scripture as an 
image of God's Church. A garden is a place enclosed 
out of the common waste ground, and set apart for 
special culture and fruitfulness. Itsr site is chosen for 
advantage of soil and shelter ; and for that abundant 
supply of water, which is so needful for the health and 
produce of its plants. Care is ever taken to screen 
it from every rude blast; to maintain or improve the 
natural goodness of the ground, and to make the water 
flow in such channels as may conduct it most easily to 
Ae several plots and borders. In that happy garden, 
which God separated from the world around, for our 
first parents, we read' of a river that " went out of 
Eden to water the garden;** and that "it was 
parted, and became into four heads." In laying out 

' Prov. xviiL 2L » Numb. x. 29. » Gen. n. 10. 
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a garden, it is divided and arranged, just as in that 
happy place, according to some well-ordered pattern, 
so as to bespeak an unity of design ; and he who i& 
set " to dress it and to keep it," is ever careful both 
to remove whatever is common and unsightly, and 
to fill every nook and angle with the choicest flowers, 
and the most useful and delicious fruits. The owner 
<>[ the garden delights to come into it when the 
tender shoots are first showii^ themselves above the 
ground, or when it is in all the pride of summer 
beauty or autumnal fruitfulness. Its sunny stillness 
and repose invite him to peaceful meditation. Its 
exact order, and its smooth lawns, and its many- 
coloured borders, and cool shades, and clear waters, 
are soothing to the eye that is wearied with the glare 
and confusion of the crowded marts; and the soft 
breeze that whispers among the fruits and flowers is 
laden with the most grateful fragrance. 

It is thus that God has chosen out of the world a 
Chureh or " peculiar people," * to be his own portion 
ssd inheritance. He fences' and protects it from the 
enemies that seek its ruin ; and sets in it the choicest 
plants,' to b^or those fruits and flowers which are of 
price in His sight. It is the paradise of His beloved 
Son, who is the second Adam ;^ and whose care it is 
to remove from it the weeds of sin and selfishness ; 
and to preserve it in that godly order, and that blessed 
«mity which makes it the image upon earth, not only 
of the heavenly peace, but even of the Divine Unity 
itself. His Holy Spmt is the fountain* in the midst 
of the garden which nourishes and refreshes the 
plants ; and is also the gentle breath' which bears 
tbe fragrance of its flowers to Him who is pleased to 
receive graciously what in itself is unwortiiy of being 
offered to Him. He sets His servants, the bishops 
and pastors of His Church, to tend and cherish the 
various plants on which He is pleased to set such 

1 1 Pet. ii. 9. « Isa. v. 2. > Ps. xciL 13 ; Isa. Ixl 3. 

* 1 Cor. XV. 45. ' John iv. 14. • Ps. civ. 30, Prayer-book vers. 
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store, and to see, when He shall come into His 
garden, that there be nothing there to offend those 
Eyes which are too pure to behold iniquity.* What- 
ever resembles the fruits of the evil world, must be 
rooted out; whatever is useful and lovely, must be 
planted and fostered* 

Thus it was that when the Prophet of old looked 
down from Zophim on God's elder Church coming 
up out of the wilderness,' he was struck with the 
image of order and beauty which was brought before 
his view. " How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob ; and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel! As the valleys are they 
spread forth, as gardens by the river's side; as the 
trees of lign-aloes which the Lord hath planted, and 
as cedar trees beside the waters." 

And thus, when the Christian or Universal Church 
was planted in the s,everal nations of this divided and 
distracted world, there was seen on earth a miracle of 
unity and order, such as was unknown before. In 
every land one faith was inculcated, one baptism, one 
hope, one Apostolic government, one principle of holi- 
ness and obedience.' And though this blessed order 
and concord has been too much marred and intert- 
rupted by the self-will and perverseness of men, yet 
still the fairest image of Divme Unity on earth is to-be 
seen in the Church of Christ ; bearmg witness for the 
heavenly hope in all parts of the world, and amidst 
many schisms and divisions, holding fast the glorious 
deeds and the inspired writings received from those 
who are gone before. In its bosom, the weary still 
find repose,* and the penitent meet with coinfort;* 
the ignorant are instructed ; the sinful are reclaimed ; 
and the rich variety of heavenly fruits is drawn from 
the soil that could not naturally have borne them. 

. 1 Hab. i. 18. » Cant iil 6. 

» Eph. iv. 4—6. * Ifla. xxvL 20. 

* 2 Cor. i. 4. 
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XXVn. — THE NEEDLESS DANGER, 

** He that passeth by and iheddleth with strife belonging not unto him» 
is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.'* Prov. xxvi. 17. ~ See also 
Matt. V. 9. Luke xii. 14. John xxL 22. 1 Thess. iv. 11. 1 Pet. iv. 16. 

It has pleased God to teach us the rules of practical 
wisdom by many homely figures ; and He would have 
us learn the folly of meddling with strife not be- 
longing to us, by the case of one who should take a 
snarling cur by the ears. From an idle whim or a 
fool-hardy venture, he thinks to show his prowess, 
and that he is able to master the dog which others 
scarcely dare come near. When he has taken it by the 
ears, he finds his folly ; for, if he continues to hold 
it, his time is lost ; and if he lets it go, it will fly at 
him before he can get beyond its reach. He has ex- 
posed himself both to pain and ridicule by a foolish 
attempt to get credit for courage and dexterity. 

He is the emblem of one who passes by and med- 
dles with strife not belonging to him. This is what 
many people are apt to do. Their overweening con* 
ceit of their own influence and wisdom, makes them 
think that they have only to step forward and act as 
umpires bet\veen angry disputants, in order to bring 
both parties to reason ; whereas their interference only 
aggravates the quarrel, and brings the anger of at 
least one party on theuLselves. TTiey have no call to 
interfere ; but they think themselves so well able to 
set matters to rights, that they officiously thrust them- 
selves into contentions with which they have no con- 
cern : and then meet only with ridicule and trouble 
for their pains. They are justly blamed for conceit 
and meddlesome forwardness, even when their inten- 
tion is admitted to have been good. A modest distrust 
of their own powers, and a consciousness of the imper- 
fect manner m which they discharge the duties really 
incumbent on them, would have kept them from forcing 
themselves into notice, and from meddling with what 
they have no call or commission to give an opinion 
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upon. The world and the Church would have been 
far less disturbed by divisions and contentions, if for- 
ward men would have minded their own business^ and 
if none had taken in hand to set things to rights but 
those who were really authorised to do so. The peace 
of families also would often be more promoted by a 
quiet and unobtrusive attention to our own duties^ 
than by a meddlesome conceit, that we can bend 
those who are at variance to the law of wisdom and 
forbearance. 

Yet, on the other hand, it often happens that we 
shrink from trying to make peace between those who 
are at strife, from a blameable fear of ourselves 
getting into trouble. When Moses ^ would have 
set at one his brethren who were striving, he at once 
got into trouble himself; for he that did the wrong 
said unto him, *^ Who made thee a ruler and a judge 
over us ?'' Yet we believe that he was right to inter* 
fere, because he knew that God, by his hand, would 
deliver the children of Israel. And thus, when we 
have a real opportunity of making peace, we must not 
shrink from using it for fear of personal trouble ; but 
act the blessed part of Barnabas,' who, when the 
disciples looked on Paul with suspicion, took that 
great Apostle, and brought him to the other Apostles^ 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in 
the way, and that He had spoken to him, and how he 
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 
Jesus. Our Lord has 4said, *^ Blessed are the peace-^ 
makers, for they ahall be called the children of God.'* 
Whenever God calls us to this duty, we should gladly 
and zealously seek to mediate and to make peace ; 
but beware also of stepping forward from a conceited 
and officious temper, when the mediation can only 
provoke fresh stnfe, instead of putting an end to 
what has already arisen. 

' Acts viL 24r-29. » Acta ix. 27. 
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XXVm,: — IBON 8HABPENETH IRON. 

^ As iron sharpeneth irop, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of 
his Mend." Prov. xxriL 17. S ec also Mai. iii. 16. Luke xxiv. 
82, 1 Cor. xii. 26; xv. 33. 1 Pet. iii. 8. 

The common expedient for sharpening an iron in- 
strument that has become blunt, is by rubbing it 
against a file of the same metal. It thus regains its 
polish and the keenness of its edge. It is in like 
manner by means of social intercourse between man 
and man^ and especially by the frequent converse of 
virtuous friends^ that the dulness of the mind is 
brightened, and its powers of useful exertion are 
stimulated and exercised. A man becomes morose 
and harsh^ who has little conversation with his fellow- 
creatures ; and even if he gains much knowledge by 
solitary study, it is apt to lie with little practical 
advantage in his mind ; while he cannot readily avail 
himself either of his acquired stores or his natural 
fSsicultiefi. 

Social intercourse is like a file, which rubs off the 
harshness and rust which solitude is apt to engender. 
From the collision of mind with mind, the most useful 
thou^ts are often struck out ; and the stores that 
would otherwise be useless, are turned to good ac- 
count. We are taught, therefore, of what importance 
is a due share of social intercourse with wise and 
virtuous friends, not only for pastime and refreshment 
under the cares of life, but as a means which God has 
ordained for our mutual improvement, and the health- 
ful exercise of the faculties with which He has en- 
trusted us. Christian courtesy will lose its nice dis- 
cernment and its ready sympathy, unless it be kept in 
continued exercise. The mind turned in upon itself, 
will become morose and selfish as well as blunt. Only, 
in all intercourse with others, remember the purpose 
for which God has ordained it " Let your speech 
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be always with grace, seasoned with salt."* Especially 
bear in mind, that as the conversation of the good 
quickens in the soul its purposes of good, and its 
powers of usefulness, so the conversation of the wicked 
serves only to strengthen every evil tendency. 



XXIX. — THE BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE FIRE. 

''And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebnke thee, Satan ! 
even the Lord that hath chosen Jenisaleni, rebuke thee. Is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire V Zech. iii. 2. 

The fire is already blackening and scorching the 
brand ; but there is yet time to snatch it from the 
flame, and to save it for some nobler use. Linger 
not, but seize it, ere too late. Another minute, and 
you could not bave plucked it from the fire. It bears 
the marks of the peril from which it has been scarcely 
saved: but having thus far concerned yourself to 
preserve it, you will not lightly throw it back again 
into the fliame. Every one feels an interest in the 
merest trifle which he has been the means of saving 
from destruction ; and where we have been able to 
confer some remarkable benefit,- we are on that very 
account disposed to confer more. 

When the Jews were brought back from Babylon, 
the prophet Zechariah, in a vision, saw Joshua, the 
high-priest, standing, as a representative of the Jewish 
Church, before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him. ** And the 
Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, 
rebuke thee. Is not this a brand plucked out of the 
iire?" The Jewish Church, at that time of recent 
deliverance, had many marks of sin as well as of suffer- 
ing ; and Satan was ready to take advantage of what- 
ever spots and blemishes he could find in her. But 

^ Col. i?. 6. 
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God had not delivered His Church from her long 
captivity in order to deliver her to the malice of a 
more cruel enemy than the king of Bahylon. She 
was a brand plucked out of the fire^ and bore, indeed, 
the marks of that scorching flame : but God had not 
plucked out the brand only to cast it into a yet fiercer 
furnace. It was His gracious purpose to save it for a 
nobler use. The reasoning with which Manoah's wife 
silenced her husband's fears,\ seems to express the 
meaning of the Lord's answer to Satan at this time, 
■*' If the Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not 
have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at 
our hands; neither would He have showed us all 
these things, nor have told us such things as these." 

This vision, which was seen by Zechariah concern- 
ing the Jewish church, is an illustration also of God's 
distinguishing mercy, both to the Christian Church 
at large and to every individual believer. And thus 
God speaks by another prophet,* " I have overthrown 
some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning." 
And the Apostle Jude* bids us " save others with 
fear, pulling them out of the fire." Each of us is as 
a brand plucked out of the fire ; and it is owing to 
the distinguishing mercy of God that we were not left 
in the guilt of original sin, or that such of as have 
deeply stained our baptismal purity were not left 
to perish in our sins. How many who seemed per- 
haps less guilty than ourselves, have been cut off; 
while we have hitherto been spared ! And which of 
us does not bear the scars of those wounds which we 
have received while doing the deeds of Satan ? 

It is an unspeakable comfort to believe that the 
purpose of God in thus plucking us out of the fire 
by his sovereign mercy, was not that we should be 
cast away at last ; but that we should be created anew 
in true holiness, and fitted for the noblest service. 

1 Jndg. xiiL 28. > Amofl iv. 11. ' Jade 28. 
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Let us, however, "not be high-minded, but fear."*' 
Too many defeat the gracious purpose of Gcd by their 
miserable backslidings. Havmg been thus far saved 
from so great a danger, let us give the whole glory of 
our salvation to the grace of God ; and fear those 
temptations, by which our wounds have been re* 
ceived. Nor can we truly value our own escape^ 
unless we obey the Apostle's injunction by trying: 
to save others with fear, pulling them out of the- 
fire, before it be too late for them to share our 
deliverance. 



*♦ The light of ihe body Ib the eye. If, therefore, thine eye be singly 
thy whole body shaU be foil of light ; bat if thine eye be evil, thy 
whole body shiill be f uU of darkness* If, theiefors, the light thi4 
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness t" Hatt tu 
22, 23.— See also Dent. xvi. 19. Matt. ziii. 15 ; zx. 15. Mailc 
Tii.22. 2 Tim. i. 3. Tit. i. 16. IJohn iU. 20, 21. 

The eye is that organ by which the soul perceives 
not only the light of the s\m, which it is so pleasant 
to look upon, but all the wonderful works of God, by 
which the world is enriched and beautified« By the 
eye we guide ourselves in our various employments 
and movements. We form our judgment even of 
what is said to us, by observing whether it is spoken 
with the smile of playful tenderness, and whether the 
countenance bespeaks a serene integrity and virtue ; 
oi:, whether the words are uttered with the lip of scom^ 
or the look of pride, or cunning, or any other evil 
temper* On the right and healthful condition of the 
eye depends, in great measure, the enjoyment which 
we derive from all that is fair around us ; the skill 
which we are able to apply to our various pursuits ; 
the correctness of our perceptions, both of uie moral 
and material world* How little are we thankful for 

1 Bom. xi. 20. 
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this precious organ, while every moment it ministers 
to our pleasure and advantage ! They who are afflicted 
with the loss of sight know its full value ; and if the 
eye be even dimmed or clouded by any disorder of the 
body, we are at once made sensible how much our 
conifort depends on its being clear and "single;" so 
as to convey to the mind a true and faithful picture 
of things aroimd us. 

The conscience is to the soul what the eye is to the 
body. It is the faculty by which we discern the 
difference between good and evil ; and by which we 
form our judgment, both as to the end at which we 
ought to aim, and as to the means by which we should 
pursue it. It is at once a witness and a judge within 
us ; and it fuMls its purpose when it shows us the 
glory of God, as the end to be set before us, and when 
it warns us to seek stedfastly and singly that blessed 
end in each particular action. But as the eye is 
affected by the diseased hiunours of the body, and then 
conveys to the mind only a dim and misty notion of 
outward things,^ so the benefit to be derived from the 
conscience depends on the pains we take to keep it in a 
sound and healthful state. Men too often wish to silence 
its warnings, or perhaps to gain firom it a different ver- 
dict and counsel from that which faithfulness demands. 
And they contrive to bribe it with some slight attention 
to its whispers, that it may not condemn them when they 
disregard its more solemn suggestions ; or they blind 
it with disingenuous reasonings and vain excuses. 
By such conduct they do, indeed, darken the eye of 
the soul, and put out the candle of the Lord within 
them.* They thus come to call evil good, and good 
evil ; to ^ut darkness fpr light, and light for darkness; 
to put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.^ By 
another figure of speech, they are said to " sear thfe 
conscience as with a hot iron, so that it is no longer 
sensitive and tender, but becomes dead and hard. 

1 Mark viii. 24. « Prov. xx. 27. » Is. v. 20. 
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Well might our Saviour say of a soul that has thus 
obscured its power of spiritual discernment, " How 
great is its darkness!*' And of these the prophet 
i^eaks when he says, " A deceived heart hath turned 
them aside, so that they cannot deliver themselves, 
nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?"^ Thus 
did St. Paul think that he " ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth."* Thus 
did the Jews refuse to enter the hall of Pilate lest 
they should contract a ceremonial defilement, when 
they did not scruple to shed the innocent blood. 

We should ever pray that God would both enlighten 
our conscience, and also strengthen its powers by the 
inspiration of His Holy Spirit Our consciences will 
then be to us as the eye of God Himself; for He 
promises to guide us with His eye.' We should ever 
rule ourselves by its godly motions,^ and beware lest 
it condemn us in the tiiiings which we allow.* 

It has been well said, that as the eye cannot bear 
in itself the very least speck of dust, and knows no 
Test until it has wept it out ; so the conscience should 
be sensitive to the very least stain or spot of sin, and 
not suffer us to be at peace until we have washed it 
out with the tears of penitence ; or rather, until it be 
taken away by the blood of Christ. If we feel 
duly the importance of keeping this eye of the soul 
clear and true, we shall often pray, " Search me, O 
<jod, and know my heart; try me, and know my 
thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
^nd lead me in the way everlasting.'*' 



XXXL-- THE LILIES OF THE FIELD. 

• 

^'Aitd why take ye thought for raiment 1 Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : and yet I say 
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrays like 

' one of these. Wherefore, if Qod so clothe tiie grass of the field, which 

» Is. xliy. 20. » Acts xxvi. 9. » Ps. xxxii. 8. 

* Bom. xiv. 22. » Ps. czxziz. 23, 24. 
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i to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, ye of little MthT Matt. vi. 28— 30.— See also 
Gen.xxii. 14. LukeviiiU. ICor. vu.32. PhiL iv. 19. 

Who can see the lilies of the field, and not remember 
that their simple beauty drew on them their Creator's 
approving notice, when in the days of His flesh He 
vent in and out among us, and was Himself capable 
of being soothed by the works which He made so fair 
and pleasant for the children of men ? Those sweet 
and lovely flowers were then as unreprovable in His 
sight as in the day when He flrst " saw that they 
were good." Man, for whose delight and solace they 
were made, was now sinful and fallen ; but the handi- 
work of God in these. His humbler creatures, was 
still such as He could behold with complacency. 

May we not picture them to ourselves as rejoicing 
according to the condition of their being, when He 
who made them had such respect unto them ; and 
when, by His Divine word, He consecrated them into 
emblems or lessons of whatever is lowly and trustful, 
unto all generations ? They bespeak to us the profuse 
bounty and the continual providence of Almighty 
God. Frail as they are, and short-lived, to-day 
blooming in the field, and to-morrow cast into the 
oven, they are yet arrayed out of God'*s unexhausted 
treasury in robes with which the brightest products 
of human art cannot vie in beauty and in glory. 

" They toil not, neither do they spin :" the bright 
clothing, which it is so pleasant to behold, is fur- 
nished for them without any task imposed on them 
of painful labour ; and they close their fiowers at 
night vdthout any anxious caxe lest the kindly shower 
or the genial sun should fail them on the morrow. 

Our Saviour does not mean to discourage the toils 
of honest industry and wise foresight, or obedience 
to the law which is laid on all of us, ^' Six days shalt 
thou labour :" but He means that in these innocent 
** fiowers of the field," we should see an emblem of 
those who are " without carefulness ;" and who 
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baying diligently done ^^ whatever their hands find to 
do," are enabled to trust God for the result, with a 
sure trust that what they need on the morrow will be 
provided on the morrow. From the Divine bounty, 
and the orderly design shown in the provision made 
for the beauty and welfare even of such creatures as 
exist but for a day, they infer the wisdom and good* 
ness which are employed for those who are created 
for an everlasting worship in heaven. They are thus 
able to " cast their burden on the Lord.*** The spring 
with which the soul rises to " things above," as unto 
its true region, is not deadened by a weight of 
earthly cares ;' nor are their prayers hindered and fis- 
tracted by an inroad of pressing anxieties. They 
know in whom they have believed ;» and that in every 
temporal sorrow or suffering He is still concerned to 
<5omfort arid uphold them; even the same gracious 
Father who provided for their eternal salvation by 
the gift of his beloved Son. 



XXXII. — ^THB FOWLS OP THE AIR. 

^* Therefore I say unto yon. Take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than 
> numenti Behold the fowls of the air : ioac tl^y sow not^ neither 
do they reap, nor gather into bams ; yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than theyT' Matt. yi. 25,29. 

The same lesson which the lilies of the field teach us 
in every quiet nook and sunny meadow, is suggested 
by the fowls of the air as they fly over our heads in 
the open firmament of heaven. *' They neither sow, 
nor.reap^ nor gather into bams,'^ yet the boundless 
mercy of the universal Parent fills them day by day 
with plenteousness/ Each bird that darts across 
the sky in the full enjoyment of its innocent being 
suggests to us a lesson of happy dependence on a wise 

»Ps.1t.22. a Heb.xU.l. 

« 2 Tim. i. 12. * Pa. cxlv. 16. 
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and merciful ProTidence. Why are our hearts so 
backward to be taught this lesson, which is con- 
tinually prochiiHied to us by these living and rejoic- 
ing witnesses ? " Are we not much better then they P* 
Will He who supplies thek^ continual wants, fail to 
remember us in our time €i need ? Let us shame our- 
^selves out of our poor diirtrast, and those pining cares 
which eat out t&e Teiy heart ci religious joy and 
peace ; fulfil diligently the daily duties of our calling, 
itnd depend with simple and aifectionate trust on an 
-all-wise and all-merciful Providence, 



XXXtn. — THE HEATH IN THE DESERT. 

^ Thus saith the Lord; Caned be the man that trnsteth in man^and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from tlxe Lord. 
For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when 
good oometh ; bot shall inhabit the parched plaees in the wilder- 
ness, in a sidt land and not inhabited." Jer. zyU. 5^ 6.-r-See (^so 
isa. L 30. liiike TiiL 6. 

As the tree planted by the water side* is an emblem 
of the true servant of God, so the heath in the 
desert represents to us the miserable &tate of him who 
trusts in an arm of flesh, amd im his heart departeth 
fucaa the Lord. There is a stunted aaid dwarfish 
character even in the better points of his conduct, as 
if no true virtue could thrive in his soul. 

Whatever be the season, the heath that grows in a 
salt land, or in the parched places of the wilderness, 
has always the same blighted and withered appear* 
ance ; and thus, if a man is leaning for support on an 
arm of flesh, he can receive no true benent from the 
best and highest privileges of God's Church. God 
ever sends leaimess into his soul.' He finds one 
false prop fail him after another ; and when at last he 

1 Jer. xvii. 8. 'Pa. cvi.l6. 
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sees the vanity of such miserable dependence^ he has 
no Almighty arm to lean upon. 

Give me grace, O Lord, to renounce from my 
heart all dependence on any thing but on Thy pro- 
tecting mercy. Whether I be inclined to say *' to 
the fine gold, thou art my confidence,"* or to trust for 
happiness to the ties of kindred and affection, or to 
intellectual pleasures, or to a self-righteous conceit ; 
teach me to abhor all such imfaithfulness, and in 
Thee only, and in Thy mercy, through Jesus Christy 
to seek for rest and contentment. 



XXXIV. — THE TWO BUILDERS. 

" Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I wiir 
liken him unto a wise man, wMch built his house upon a rock : 
and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the wind blew, 
and beat upon that house ; and it fell not: for.it was founded upon 
a rock, ijid every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built 
his house upon the sand : and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the wind blew, and beat upon that house ; and it fell : 
and great was the &U of it.*' Matt. vii. 24 — 27. 

I MARKED a house standing on the soft sandy clifif^' 
on which the sea is continually making inroads. Al- 
ready vast portions of the headlands, with the build- 
ings that were upon them, have been washed away ; 
and it is plain that the remaining mansion, however 
stately and strongly built, must soon follow. How 
much labour has been spent in vain! How unwise 
was the builder who raised so costly a structure on so 
unsafe a site ! How grievous that what is so fair in 
appearance should be so insecure in reality ! 

You may have often seen a far poorer structure 
set upon some rocky crag, that beats back the surges 
which break themselves upon it, and where it has for 

^ Job xxzi. 24. 
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ages defied ** the stormy wind and tempest." The 
builder knew what he was doing, when he built it on 
a rock. He wanted it to last for ages, and to stand 
the utmost violence of the elements ; and he chose a 
foundation which no force of winds or waves could 
undermine. As years pass by, the building seems 
only to become more like the rock on which it stands. 

By the image of a house built upon the sand, our 
Lord has set forth to us the case of one " vyho heareth 
the word of God and doeth it not ;" that is, who does 
not fully, heartily, and unreservedly endeavour to 
fulfil it. He may make a fair profession, and the 
house which, so to say, he builds, may seem to spec- 
tators as strong as other dwellings. They do not 
know that it is built upon the sand, and that the flood 
will come, and the waves will wash it away, and its 
place will nowhere be found. So utterly vain is pro- 
fession without principle, and the outward appearance 
of religion without the inward reality. An apostle 
has told us, ** If any man among you seemeth to 
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but de- 
ceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain."* 
And what is here said of sins of the tongue, is equally 
true of any other cherished lust or evil practice wil- 
fully continued. 

And by the image of a house that is built upon the 
rock, and therefore can defy the violent flood and the 
driving storm, our Lord has shown us the happiness 
and security of one " who heareth the word of God 
and doeth it." He may perhaps seem outwardly less 
forward and zealous than the other, but he has an 
inward strength, which is not known to those who 
look only on the outward appearance. His " life is 
hid with Christ in God." * His care is not to seem 
religious, but to be religious ; he hears in order to 
obey : whether the duty to which he is called be agree- 
able to his liking or not, whether it exposes him to 

* James i. 26. > CoL Hi. 3. 
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loss, or $bame, or stcSering, he has still one thought 
wd purpose : " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 
eth ;" * « Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do T ' 

A day is coming, which will assuredly prove oa 
what foundation we have built our house; in other 
words, whether we have been hearers only, or doessp 
^s well as hearers of the word.; whether we have been 
truly or only seemingly religious. Our deeds are at 
best imperfect ; but if done with a sincere and faith- 
ful heart God will accept them, through the medi- 
ation of our blessed Saviour ; and the flood that will 
sweep away the hypocrite and the fbcmal professor, 
will leave us uninjured, and mcmumeots for ever of 
His saving mercy. 



XXXV. — THE SURE FOHLINDATION. 

" According to the grace of Qod which is gircn txnto me^ as a wifle 
znaBter-biiilder, I hare laid the fmndationy and another baildeth 
thereon. Bat let eve^ one take keed how he buildeth thereon. 
Por other foundation can no man lay than that is laid^ which is 
■Jesns Christ. Kow if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
ssilver, precious atones, wood, hay, stubble ; every man's woack 
«hall be made manifest : for the day shall declare it, because it 
ahall be revealed by fire ; and the fire shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is." 1 Cor. iii. 10 — 13. See also Isa. zxriii 16. 
Eph,u.20. lP^.iLi— «• 

In the last similitude our Lord teaches us, by com- 
paring in time of danger a house built on the sand 
with one that is founded on the rock, the difference 
between profession without practice, and a profession 
that is carried out into holy obedience. But He does 
not mean that we may build our hopes for eternity on 
the foundation of our own imperfect obedience, how- 
ever conscious of sincerely rendering it. The merits 
of oiu: blessed Lord Himself are the only foundation 
on which a sinner must build his hopes of pardon and 

>lSam.lli.9. ^AcUix.6. 
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acceptance. ^'As a wise master^buHdcff,*' lays the 
apostle, << I have laid tlata foundation ;*' and " other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ*' No other foundation but this will bear 
tlie weight that is laid upon it— the hopes of forgive* 
ness of all our sins, and of being now made holy, and 
of being hereafter accepted in the great day of account. 
Any odier foundation would fail to support us with 
the burden of our sins on that day. 

And as the merits of Christ are the foundation on 
which a Christian builds his hopes, so his works of 
faith and obedience are the superstructure that is 
raised upon it. But here also there is a great differ- 
ence ; for the superstructure that is raised by some 
may be likened to gold» silver, and precious atones ; 
whereas what others build is like wood, hay, stubble. 
And there will be a trial, " as by fire," to tiy of what 
kind has been the work thus raised* Too many, firom 
lukewarmness, or prejudice, or ignorance, produce 
such works as may be likened to rubbish, rather than 
precious stooies. These wiU suffer loss in heaven, 
even if they lose not heaven itself. The fire will con*- 
sume their works, instead of purifying them. Though 
perhaps in the main sincere, they will deeply mourn 
that they were not careful to raise a nobler super* 
structure to the glory of God their Saviour, 

We are taught that God accounts the faithful ser- 
vices of His people as gold and silver and precjious 
stones ; and so we read^ that the ornament of a meiek 
and quiet spirit is of great price in His sight* Th^ife 
works of faith and labours of love will stand the fire, 
and will appear to be the genuine ore, or (by anoth^ 
figure) the true fruits of His Holy Spirit* 

Our care must be no less to build such a super- 
structure as may be precious and acceptable in His 
sight, than to rest our hopes upon the true Founda- 
tion* Christ is ^^ the Jftock of ages," as well as " the 

M Pei iil 4. 
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trie d stone" and " the sure foundation." On Him 
we must indeed rest our liopes^ acknowledjging the 
iniquity which cleaves even to our holiest things. 
But while thus resting singly upon Him, we must 
labour earnestly that our daily actions may be as 
gold or precious stones in His sight ; and that we 
ourselves be thus daily less unworthy of the great 
blessing of being built as living stones in the spiritual 
temple. 



XXXVI. — THE BOUNDLESS SEA. 

" The earth shall be fuU of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." Isa. zL 9.— See iJbo Numb. zxir. 7. Ps. zcyL 11. 
Bey. xiy. 2. 

As we look forth upon the boundless sea, and listen 
to the roar of its waves as they break upon the rocky 
shore, let us reflect on those glorious truths which 
God has for ever connected with what is thus sublime 
in nature. The future prevalence of our most holy 
faith is compared to the boundlessness of the sea ; and 
the united worship that shall ascend to God from His 
triumphant Church is likened to the sound of its 
many waters. 

How many shores are washed by that undivided 
ocean ! As we watch its distant billows rolling on- 
wards in an endless succession, we imagine to our- 
selves the coasts from which the ebbing tide has borne 
them to our own, and then remember that they are 
parts of one mighty ocean, which, under various 
names, encircles the round world. The sound also 
to which we listen is the echo, or rather the continu- 
ous utterance of that voice of the great deep which 
is heard on many a sunny isle far away, and on many 
an ancient steep. Each way we have ideas suggested 
to us of unity, vastness, and continuance. 

And as the waters thus cover the sea, so shall the 
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earth be filled with the knowledge of \h.e glory of God. 
The Divine truth once spoken by Christ and His 
apostles has rolled onwards to our remote age and 
distant land ; and it shall still continue to flow forward 
from age to age, and from shore to shore, until the end 
of time. Even now it is a blessed and sublime em- 
ployment for the thoughts on the return of God's own 
day, to remember what multitudes (as countless as 
yonder waves) are engaged in all parts of the world 
in the same work of praise and adoration ; how the 
law proclaimed on Sinai is re-echoed from ten thou- 
sand altars in our own happy land, which at our 
Saviour's birth was debased by the darkest supersti- 
tion ; and how ** the faith once delivered to the 
saints" is confessed in every quarter of the world! 
And as we believe that this will be far more realized, 
so we know also that, "as the soundof many waters,'* 
there shall hereafter be heard one song in heaven ; 
" Alleluia : for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
Let us be glad, and rejoice, and give honour to Him ; 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife 
hath made herself ready." " Let the sea roar," said 
the psalmist, " and the fulness thereof." The voice 
of these countless waters ascending up to God as in 
one universal chorus, is the emblem of that heavenly 
worship for which Almighty God created us, and for 
which the services of His earthly courts are a con- 
tinual preparation. How shall we be fit for that hea- 
venly worship, if we love not His earthly service, 
and if we are careless whether or not it be shared by 
all our fellow-creatures ? 

But if it be so blessed, even here below, to join 
with the great congregation in the work of prayer and 
praise, when voice joins with voice and heart with 
heart, and the feelings of the whole assembly swell 
upwards in one sacred hymn, what will it be in those 
heavenly courts, where the melody of the heart will 
be without one jarring note, and the adoration of God 
will be unmixed with one unworthy thought or feeling ? 
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Still let our feet be duly found in God's earthly 
courts. Still let its strive to spread abroad in all 
lands the knowledge of the crucified Bedeemer ; and 
pray that that knowledge may cover the eurth as the 
waters co^ver the sea. 



XXXVn. — THE TROUBLED 8EA. 

'' The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cajmot reat^ whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my Qod, 
to the wicked." Isa. ItU. 20, 21.— See also Jude 13. 

The sea in its boundless unity, and in the countless* 
ness of its waves, is an image of the glory of the 
Church, and the prevalence of true religion in ail 
parts of the world* But when we see a tempestuous 
sea, which cannot rest, *^ whose waters cast up mire 
and dirt," we have before us a scriptural similitude of 
the wicked. " There is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked," 

As the blessedness of heaven is often called ^* rest,*' 
and is spoken of as '* a pure river of the water of life^ 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb;"^ so the wicked are said to^be 
^raging waves of the sea, foanodng out their own 
shame." The restlessness of a stormy sea which caste 
up only mire and dirt upon the shore, is inexpressibly 
painful to such as long for the green fields and peace* 
fid valleys of some quiet home. And thus intolerable 
is the tumult in the heart of every wicked man, from 
the strife of ungoverned lusts and passions, and from 
the reproaches of conscience, which sooner or later 
make themselves heard. See how pride and envy 
disturbed Haman in the midst of his greatness ;' or 
think of Ahab restlessly tossiag on his royal couch, 
because he coveted Naboth's vineyard ;' or consider 

> Eev. xxii. 1. ^ Bath. v. U— 13. » 1 Kings xxi. 4. 
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the dismay of Joseph's brethren at the first reverse 
which came upon them, and the terrible accusations 
of conscience which it served to awaken against them ;^ 
and you have before you what, sooner or later, will be 
the state of every heart not subdued to the obedience 
of faith. Such a heart casts up only what is evil and 
defiling ; and there is a hell in it already, even with- 
out the infliction of positive punishment. What tor- 
ment can be conceived more fearful than a perpetual 
gnawing of UDgovemed and unsatisfied passions in a 
heart that is for ever given up only to the accusations 
of conscience ? 

Let not my soul be like the dark and turbid waves, 
which we see indeed to be laden with dirt and mire, 
but of which we cannot see the bottom ! Let it be 
clear and stilL Grant me, O Lord, the peace of 
r^ulated desires and mastered passions; even that 
peace, of which it is written, " Great peace have they 
which love Thy law, and nothing shaU offend them,"' 



XXXVIU. — THE SOLEMN JUDGMENT-BEAT. 

^ We shall all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ.** Bom. zIy. 
lO.^See also Matt. y. 25. Acts z. 42. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

When I see the solemnities of a court of judgment, 
or hear of some searching trial, by which tne guilt of 
a criminal is brought to hght, and the majesty of the 
law is vindicated by a (hreadful sentence; give me 
grace, O Lord, to reflect on that tremendous day 
when I shall stand before Thee to be judged with 
respect to all that I have said, or thought, or done, in 
the time of this mortal life. I read in Thy holy word,' 
that the holy apostle, in the vision vouchsafed to him, 
saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, 
before whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. 

» Gen. xlii. 21. * Ps. cxix. 165. ' Rer. xx. 11. 
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And he saw the dead, small and great^ stand before 
God ; and the books were opened ; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works; And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it ; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them. And 
they were judged every man according to his works, 
And whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life, was cast into the lake of fire. 

How truly can I use the words of that prophet, who 
is a warning against the sins of covetousness and un- 
faithfulness, " Alas ! who shall live when God doeth 
this?"' or those words of the holy Malachi, "Who 
may abide the day of His coming, or who shall stand 
when He appeareth?'" Thy word declares to me,' 
that Thou hast set all my secret sins in the light of 
Thy countenance; and my conscience tells me, that I 
cannot answer Thee one charge of a thousand.* All 
poor excuses, and vain prevarications, and self-deceiv- 
ing pleas, whether for retaining what Thou hast com- 
manded me to renounce, or for neglecting what Thou 
hast commanded me to perform, will then be swept 
away, and I shall stand forth before men and angels 
to undergo the searching trial. Those books, out of 
which I shall be judged, will be an infallible proof ; 
and the secret sins which I may perhaps long since 
have forgotten, will all be set in order before me.* 

Thou hast been pleased of Thy sovereign mercy to 
write my name in the book of life. O grant that it 
be not blotted out by all my manifold transgressions. 
Blot out the record of my sins in those avrful 
books with my Saviour's precious blood, and let 
them not be brought before me on that day. May 
I henceforth live under the continual influence of 
what Thou hast made known to me concerning things 
to come : and as Thou hast taught me that Thou vrilt 

: 1 Numb. xxiv. 28. ' Mai. Ui. 2. » Ps. xc 8. 

* Job ix. 3. * Ps. 1. 21. 
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part the righteous firom the wicked,' as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats, grant that I may 
be delivered firom the extreme malediction which shall 
light on tfiiose who shall be set on the left hand ; and 
that I may be set on the right hand, and receive Thy 
gracious benediction, commanding me to take posses- 
sion of Thy glorious Kingdom. Grant this, for Thine 
infinite mercy, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



XXXIX. — THE PATH OF OUK FEET. 

** Ponder the path of thy feet^ and let aU thy ways be established." 
Ptov. iv. 26. — See also Ps. xvii. 4. Prov. iiL 17. Jer. vi 16- 
Matt YiL 13, 14. 

A LIFE of virtue and religion is likened to a path in 
Holy Scripture, to remind us that if we would come 
to the right end, we must not live according to our 
own devices and fancies, but must frame our conduct 
by the rules and precepts which are laid down or 
marked out for us in the word of God. There is, as 
it were, a prescribed way to the right end, and no 
other will bring us to it. And as our inclinations, 
which are naturally bad, make it hard for us at first to 
follow these rules and precepts, we are said to enter 
into life by a " strait gate." It is hard at first 
to find, and difficult to walk in; and we must all 
meet with many crosses and obstacles in pursuing it. 
A life of holiness does not gratify our sensual passions, 
nor give free scope to our carnal will, and is dierefore 
unpleasing to flesh and blood : nor can we take it with- 
out keeping imder the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts,' and bringing it into subjection. 

This way of life goes straight to the eternal city ; it 
does not allow of deviations for the sake of what seems 
pleasant on the right hand or the left ; but the rule 

1 Matt. xxv. » 1 Cor. ix. 27. GaL t. 24. 
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is, " Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eye- 
lids look straight before thee« Ponder the pat^ of 
thy &et, and let all thy ways be established. Turn 
not to the right hand nor ^e left : remore thy foot 
fromeviL"* 

A life of irreligion and carnal pleasure, on the other 
hand, is called '^ a broad way," because there is no 
difficulty in finding it ; and men easily walk in it, by 
the mere rule of choosing what is tempting at the 
moment, and giving scope to their natural feelings 
and inclinations. It calls for no sacrifices ; it imposes 
no necessity of bridling the tongue, or curbing the 
passions, or resisting the various temptations to ease 
and indulgence. And though indeed it leads to de- 
struction, yet by far the greater number are found 
upon it, because they think it pleasant for the time, 
and hope that by some means or other it will lead 
them right at last. They find, however, by degrees, 
diat what seemed easy at first, becomes hard and 
miserable as they go on. " The way of tran^ressors 
is hard.*'' Though at first it seemed soft and easy, it 
becomes as irksome and wearying as a hard way to a 
traveller. Disappointment and vexation meet them 
at every step ; a cheerless gloom surrounds them, and 
threatening shadows rest upon the path before them. 
They find too late and too truly that it leadeth to 
destruction. 

Far different is it with the way of duty and obe- 
dience. Though difficult indeed to find, and hard at 
first to walk in, it becomes more large and easy* 
as we advance; so that we are able not only to 
walk with ease, but even to run with liberty in 
the way of God's commandments.^ " At the first," 
says the son of Sirach, of heavenly wisdom,* " she 
will walk with a man in crooked ways, and bring 
fear and dread upon him, and torment him with her 
discipline ; until she may trust his soul, and try him 

* Prov. ir. 26—27. « Prov. xiii. 15. 'Pa. xviiL 86. 

* Pb. cxix. 82, 45. » Ecclua. iy. 17. 
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with her laws. Then will she return the straight way 
to him, and comfcvt him, and show him her secrets." 
Use renders easy and delightful what is hard to those 
who are nnacctistamed to it ; and though there be few 
ifideed who walk in these ways q£ wisdom and Tirtue, 
yet they cheer ^id support one anoth^ with mutual 
help ; and the end is me etemaL 

liet us pray with the psahnist, ^ Teach me Thy 
way, O Lord ; I will walk in Thy truth : unite my 
heart to fear Thy narae."^ If, in looking back, we see 
too plainly that we have moved in a winding and 
deyious line, let us often say, ^' Who earn understand 
his errors f cleanse Tliou me from secret faults."' 
Accustom yourself early to self-denial and obedience, 
and be not dismayed if it seems hard at the beginmi^. 
You will find how faithful is the answer to that natural 
inquiry, " Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
way ? By taking heed thereto according to Thy 
word."' 



XL. — CHBIBT IS THE WAY. 

^* Jesus saith unto Iiiiii, I am the way, the tnrtih, and the life : no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." Jt>hn xir. 6. — See abo 
Iml zxxt. 8, 9. John x. 9. i^h. iii 18. Heb. z. 19, 20. 

OcTR blessed Saviour is called " the Way,* (and in 
another scripture ^ lie Door,**) because it is by Him 
alone that sinful men obtam an entrance into heaven. 
The veil that was hung before the Holy of Holies,* 
and which none might pass through but the high- 
priest once a-year, signified to us, that there was no 
way to heaven under the law. " By the law is the 
knowledge of sin,"' not the means of deliverance firom 
the power or punishment of sin. And by the rending 
of the veil at the time of our Saviour''s death,' it appears 
to have been signified that a way was henceforth opened 

1 Ps. Ixxxvi. 11. » Ps. xix. 12. ' Ps. cxix. 9. 

* Heb. ix. 7, «. » Eom. iiL 20. • Matt xxriL 51. 
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to the penitent unto life eternal, even by the blood of 
Jesus Christ. Thus we are taught that " no man 
Cometh unto the Father" but by the one great Me- 
diator. And we are exhorted to have boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus ; by a new and 
living way which He hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say. His flesh. 

Let us then renounce from our very hearts all trust 
and dependence on our own merits, or on any outward 
forms and observances, as if they were in any real 
sense the way of access unto God. Saying with the 
psalmist, " Thou wilt shew me the path of life,"* let 
us depend simply on the power of Christ to raise our 
bodies from the dead, as well as now to quicken our 
souls to the life of righteousness. 



XLI. — THE THIEF IN THE NIGHT. 

'' Watch, therefore : for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
But know this, that if the good man of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he woiUd have watched, and 
would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be 
ye also ready : for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh." Matt xxiv. 42— 44.— See also 1 Theas. v. 2 Pet iii. 10. . 
Bev. iii. 3 ; xvt 15. 

That grace which bringeth good out of evil, has 
caused a lesson of holy admonition to spring even out 
of the craft of such as break God's law for the sake 
of dishonest gain. A thief gives no notice when he 
will come, but awaits the hour when we are least on 
our guard, and when the world is buried in sleep. If 
the householder knew at what hour the thief would 
come, he would watch, and would not suffer him to 
break open his house.' He who has reason to expect 
some secret plunderer, but cannot tell whether he will 
come at the beginning, or in the middle, or at the end 
of the night, stands continually on the watch, that he 
may not be taken by surprise. 

iP8.xyi. 11. »Lukexu. 39. 
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And thus has my gracious Saviour reminded me 
that I should always be on the watch, and hold myself 
ready for His coming, I know that He will surely 
come, and know not the hour when He cometh. I 
know also that my time must come to die, and know 
not how soon the day of my death may overtake me. 
How fearful is the thought of being taken by surprise, 
and of being found unprepared for the one event 
or the other! my sins unrepented of; my heart 
unsanctified; my Saviour unsought ; no treasure laid 
up in heaven ; no progress made in the work which 
God has given me to do on earth ! How unspeakably 
foolish were those virgins who, having no oil in their 
lamps,^ gave way to slumber before they were pro- 
vided with what they would need at the Joridegroom's 
coming! 

Let me watch lest that cry should take me by sur- 
prise, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!" and lest I 
should see his train pass by in joyful readiness, and 
with the voice of joy and melody, while I should be 
hindered from joining it for ever. Let me watch 
against sloth, and surfeiting, and carnal security, and 
all the temptations of the evil one. Let me watch 
over my heart and conscience, over my tongue, and 
over all my ways. Let me watch for opportunities 
<rf doing and receiving good ; for the coming of Christ 
and the day of judgment In time of affliction let me 
watch that I be not discontented, but may improve the 
chastisement to the purposes for which it is sent ; and 
in time of prosperity, that I be not lifted up with 

{)ride, nor trust in uncertain riches. In every duty 
et me watch, that it be done faithfully and heartily, 
Q& if it were the very last work T^hich I had to do ; 
and in time of recreation and ease, that I may not be 
drawn aside from duty by the love of pleasure. Still 
let me remember my Saviour's solemn word, " Behold, 
I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and 

^ Matt xxy. 
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keepeth his gannentSy lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame." 



XMI. — THE REFLECTION FROM THE WATER. 

*' As in water face answereth to face, bo the heart of man to man.^ 
Prov. zxyii. 19.--See also Acts xt. 9. Horn. Hi 22 — 30. 

There is not a ripple on the bosom of yonder lake* 
It is Uke a sheet of the purest and clearest glass, and 
reflects as faithfully as a mirror the surrounding hiUs 
and fore&ts. The rocky mountain is seen on the un^ 
ruffled water, with all its Tarious hues of lichen, moss, 
and foliage, and with every shadow that is cast either 
by the passing clouds, or by such projecting crags as 
catch more brightly the rays of the declining sun. 
The vessels that are moored along the shore are 

{lencilled with faultless exactness on the bosom of the 
ake ; and we see the cattle browsing on the tender 
shoots as clearly in the water, as when we watch them 
on the shore. 

God has taught us that the heart of one man resemr 
bles the heart of another, as truly as the picture in 
the water resembles the surrounding scene. ^ As 
in water face answereth to face, so the heart o£ man 
to man.*' This does not mean that the tastes and 
principles of men are not in f«u:t greatly modified by 
difference of age, character, education, or condition 
in life ; but it means, that we may be greatly helped 
in the knowledge of our own hearts by witnessing the 
faults of others ; and in ministering to the happiness 
of others, by observing what we ourselves want or 
wish for. 

There is by nature in all hearts the same enmity 
against God;^ the same love of present and sensual 

^ BoBLviii 7| 8. 
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things; the same disinclination to self-denial; the 
same self-esteem and love of pre-eminence. In short, 
there are in all hearts the seeds of that same evil 
plant, which, if left to grow unchecked, will bear the 
bitter firuits of the various works of the flesh. All 
are by natmre disposed to plume themselves upoa 
their own fancied superiority, and are averse firom the 
humbling doctrines of the Bible and spiritual religion. 
And as all hearts are thus naturaUj alike, so also 
the great remedies which God has provided for our 
restoration are equally suitable to all. The atone* 
ment made by our blessed Saviour on the cross, is 
the ransom which is equally needed by every child of 
man ; and the effectual grace of God's Holy Spirit is 
as precisely the stay that is required by one heart as 
by another. All who are enlightened by God per- 
ceive the same blessedness and preciousness* in their 
Saviour^s mediation; all have a similar struggle' in 
contending against their old corruptions ; and while 
they all hunger and thirst after righteousness, they 
have the same conviction that it can be attained only 
by the help of Divine grace. All are led to prayer, 
and see the necessity of continual watchfulness and 
circumspection. 

This fact is calculated to hujnble us, and keep us 
from fancying ourselves righteous, and despising 
others. When we see any fault in a brother, we ^ould 
remember that the seeds of that very evil are in our 
own heart, and but for the grace of God would have 
sprung up in like manner. What ignorance of himself 
did Hazael show, when he exclaimed, *' But what, is 
thy servant a dog, that he should do this ^eat 
thing ?'^' as if he was incapable of the crime which 
the prophet foretold that he would commit, and which 
within a few days he actually perpetrated. 

The recollection that all hearts so greatly resemble 
each other, will help us also in our conduct towards 

» 1 Pet. il 7. * Gal. T. 17. » 2 Kings viiL 18. 
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others; for we shall ever remember, all are natu- 
rally desirous of sympathy ; wounded by neglect and 
indifference; provoked by being thwarted or injured; 
gratified by kindness and respect; that all have the 
same spiritual wants, and that it is our duty to make 
known to all what is as absolutely necessary for their 
good as it is for our own. We shall also take pains 
to be gentle and considerate for the feelings and ex- 
pectations of all, recollecting that we are conunanded^ 
to "honour all men;" and that the very humblest 
and meanest of our fellow -creatures have equally 
that capacity for joy or sorrow, equally a sense of the 
difference between kindness or unkindness, which we 
have ourselves. 



XLIU. — THE COMPASSIONATE VISITOR. 

Behold; I stand at the door, and knock : if any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I wiU come in to him, and sup with him, and 
he with me." Key. iii. 20. — See also Cant. v. 2. Luke zii. 36. 
John ziy. 23. ^ 

We have here the image brought before us of some 
compassionate and condescending visitor, who seeks 
admission to the house of a poor or afllicted neighbour, 
with the gracious purpose of both ministering to his 
bodily wants, and cheering him in his loneliness by 
wise counsel and tender companionship. On this 
errand of mercy he approaches the door of the mourner 
or the destitute, and is willing even to " stand at the 
door and knock," when he finds that it is not at once 
thrown open to him. The perverseness which refuses 
to let him in, does not at once discourage or offend 
him ; but he stands at the door with patient compas- 
sion, and continues to knock for entrance, repeating 
again and again the gracious purpose for which he 
comes. 

» 1 iPet. ii. ir. 
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Can anything more show our gracious Saviour's 
compassion, than that He has represented his patient 
love under this similitude ? Not only did He come 
down from heaven to seek and to save the lost, but 
He thus condescends to ask an entrance into every 
man's soul. He comes to us to give us comfort in 
our sorrows ; to give us rest in our weariness ; to pro- 
vide us with the spiritual food which our souls require ; 
and even to vouchsafe unto us His gracious presence,- 
by the communion of His most blessed body and 
blood. Too many are so dead in trespasses and sins, 
that they do not even hear His voice, and are stupidly 
unconscious of His gracious eflforts to obtain admission 
into their hearts. Others are, indeed, aware of His 
merciful purpose, but suflfer themselves to be so over- 
powered by slumber, that they will not trouble them- 
selves to rise and open the door. 

Who would not expect that our Lord would be at 
once provoked by such stupid unconcern, and would 
desist from His gracious purpose ? It is long, how- 
ever, before He ceases to knock for admission at the 
door of the heart. He knocks by His word, which 
is like a sword* that pierces the soul, and carries con- 
viction home to it ; by His Spirit, which strives with 
the sinner**s perverse and stubborn wdll; by every 
mercy and every judgment; by the persuasions of 
His ministers, the example of His saints, the punish- 
ments that overtake the wicked. What blindness 
and folly is it, for any to harden themselves against 
His condescending mercy ! 

But happy is the hour, when at length the sinner 
rouses himself from his carnal deadness, and with 
shame and sorrow opens to his gracious Lord that 
heart which has been closed against Him by pride, or 
prejudice, or sensuality. Then he is made to taste 
that the Lord is gracious,' and finds what love and 
patience he has continued to resist. He learns that 

> Heb. ir. 12. » 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
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in his Saviour's presence is the fulness of joy; ancF 
he fears, above all, to provoke Him to depart^ by: 
returning to any of those sins from which Christ 
came to save the world. 



XLTV. — THE RETURNING SPRING. 

" Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created : and thou renewest- 
the face of the earth." Ps. civ. 30. — See also Isa. xxxii 14, 15^ 
Ezek. xxxvii. 9, 1 Cor. xv. 23. 

What a wonderful change have a few days produced^ 
in the face of the country ! If any one had never 
seen the effect of spring, and knew this world only as; 
it appears in winter, (which is the season of Nature's- 
death,) how little could he expect the cheerful change 
which is taking place before our eyes, the resurrection^ 
as it were, from its six months' sleep of all that is. 
now bursting into a new birth around us ! If such ai^ 
one had seen the seeds which a few weeks ago were 
put into the ground, would he have thought that so 
wondrous an increase would spring from what seemed 
little more than vdthered leaves or worthless dust? 
Look, for instance, at those early flowers of the re* 
turning spring. The eye can perhaps discern but 
little difference in their seeds ; and yet how various 
are the forms and colours, and the texture and pen* 
cilling of every delicate leaf, in all the bright garland I 
If we had never seen the change before, should we 
not have found it difficult to believe that a secret 
power, so wonderful in its effects, was hidden in what 
seemed so mean, and what was committed to the 
earth, as if only to decay and mingle with the dust ? 
How almighty is the wisdom which gave to each little 
seed its own law and properties, and which thus by a 
perpetual renovation clothes the earth again and again 
yntii its varied produce, quickening into a new life 
what seemed to have become as dry and sapless as the 
very clods of the valley. 
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It was thus that the moral world, which consists of 
the souls of men 9 was one vast wilderness in the sight 
of Gody with no signs of spiritual life ; and the holy 
angels waited with awe and reverence to see whether 
that power, which called it into being at first, would 
ever be put forth to create it anew, so as to renew 
in it that " beauty of the Lord their God" in which 
it was made at first. At length the Spirit was poured 
upon it from on high, and the wilderness became a 
fruitful field, and the desert rejoiced and blossomed 
as the rose.^ Instead of the thorn came up the fir- 
tree, and instead of the brier came up the myrtle-tree.' 
God sent forth His Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and 
old things passed away, and all things became new.' 

And thus, also, by the same Spirit shall God 
quicken our mortal bodies; and as surely as the 
earth casts forth the various produce which now seems 
struggling within its womb, so shall it ^' cast out the 
dead" who are now contained in it. Thus does the 
prophet announce this glorious fact, comparing it with 
the yearly revival of the herbs of the field, " Thy 
dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall 
they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
cast out the dead."* It shall no more be able to con- 
tain them, than it could hold within its gates " the 
Prince of life,"* when He was "declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead."* He rose as 
** the first-fruits of them that slept ;"^ the first instance 
of the victory over death, and the pledge of the 
coming harvest. And if it ever seem to us a trial of 
faith, that those bodies shall be raised again which 
have said " to corruption, Thou art my father ; to the 
worm. Thou art my mother and my sister;"* let us 
reflect on the instances which we are now beholding^ 

» Iml xxxt. 1. « Ibid. It. 13. » 2 Cor. v. 17. 

* Isa. xxvi. 19. « Acts iii. 15. « Rom. i. 4. 

f 1 Cor. XV. 20. • Job xviis U. 
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of the revival of nature from her annual death by the 
all-quickenihg breath of the creating Spirit, It is the 
apostle's own refutation of the unbeliever's objection ; 
*' But some men will say, How are the dead raised up ? 
and with what body do they come ? Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 
and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body 
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, 
or of some other grain : but God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased Him, and to every seed his own body."^ 
How sacred a character does it give to the very world 
on which we are placed, and with the dust of which 
we are ourselves to mingle, when we regard it as 
thus containing in its womb the seeds of immortality, 
and as being the vast cemetery (or sleeping-place) of 
all God's saints from the beginning ! How comforting 
is the thought, when we commit the body of some 
departed brother to the dust, that we are thus com- 
mitting it as seed, which shall spring up to a glorious 
life in due season ! And how anxious should we be, that 
our souls may know the power of the first resurrection 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness;' that 
so at the last day we may rise again to a joyful hope, 
with glorified bodies, and spirits perfectly cleansed 
from the defilements of sin ! 



XLV. — THE MIGHTY CONQUEROR. 

" Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, most mighty, with thy glory and 
thy majesty. And in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of truth, 
and meekness, and righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach 
thee terrible things. Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the 
king's enemies ; whereby the people fall under thee/' Ps. xIy. 
3— B. — See also Ps. btviii. 18. Isa. Ixiii. 1 — 6. Eev. vi. 2. 

The King went forth this morning from His palace to 
contend in battle with His enemies. He is now 
returning in triumph from the conflict. His garments 

1 1 Cor. XV. 35-38. * Phil. iii. XO. Rev. xx. 6. 
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are indeed stained with bloody and He lias Himself 
been wounded by " the archers, who shot at Him and 
hated Him;"i ** but His bow abode in strength, and 
the arms of His hands were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob." But His ap- 
parel is red also with the blood of His conquered 
enemies, who have fallen under His sword, and in 
whose heart His arrows have been sharp ; and already 
the armour in which they trusted* is given to the 
flames ; for the battle has been not only " with con- 
fused noise, and with garments rolled in blood," but 
also "with burning and fuel of fire."* As signs of 
His victory, and tokens of a reign of peace, "He 
breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder, 
and burneth the chariots in fire."* 

This mighty Conqueror is the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
the enemies with whom He has contended are the 
powers of darkness, — the enemies of God and of His 
Church, — sin, death, and Satan ; the cause for which 
He has endured the utmost of their enmity against 
Him, is the cause of truth, of meekness, and righteous- 
ness ; the establishment of His kingdom of peace, and 
justice, and joy in the Holy Ghost.* It was to scatter 
the proud in the imagination of their hearts ; to put 
down the mighty from their seat, and to exalt the 
humble and meek.* The sword with which He has 
smitten these enemies is His word, which is said to 
be " quick and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword;"' and is represented by St. John as 
" a sharp two-edged sword, proceeding out of His 
mouth,"* He was alone in thie fearful conflict; and 
of the people there were none with Him. In His 
hands and feet He has the wounds which those cruel 
foes were able to inflict ; on His forehead, which was 
gored with thorns, and in His side, which was pierced 
with a spear. Who shall tell the greatness of that 

» Gen. xlix. 23, 24. » Luke xL 22. » Is. ix. 5. 

* Ps. xlvi. 9. * Kom. xiv. 17. « Luke i. 61, 52. 

Heb. iv..l2. « Rev. i. IG. 
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jony,* when He wrestled in prayer so earnestly that 
lis sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down upon the ground ? or when, upon the cross, He 
cried, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me ?" But through death He destroyed " him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil."* Having 
been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin,» at length, even upon the cross, He spoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, and made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it;* and by His glorious 
resurrection and ascension He has led captivity captive. 
He is thus represented "as making His progress 
among the nations, seated on His triumphal chariot, 
adorned with all the regal virtues ; and, by the irresis- 
tible might of His power, subduing iniquity and 
idolatry to the faith and temper of the Gospel/'* 

Reign, O Lord, I beseech Thee, in my heart ; and 
grant that being made " wilKng in the day of Thy 
power,"* I may be a true and faithful subject of Thy 
kingdom of meekness, truth, and righteousness. Sub- 
due in me whatever is contrary to Thy blessed will ; 
-and dispose me to give myself up unreservedly to Thy 
service, which is perfect freedom. And may that 
blessed kingdom extend itself in all lands, and over 
every heart. Thou hast received the utmost parts 
^f the earth for Thine inheritance ; and Thou shalt 
bruise with a rod of iron all those who resist Thy 
will, and •* shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel." ' ' Let me not be found among those who shall 
thus at last be monuments of Thy Almighty power ; 
but now and ever let me be numbered with the willing 
subjects of Thy grace. 

^ Luke xxii. 44. « Heb. ii. 14. » Ibid. It. 15. 

* Col. ii. 15. ' See Bishop Home on Ps. xlv. 

• Ps. ex. 8. y Ibid. u. 9. 
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XLYI. — THE CHRISTIAN SOLPIER. 

^* Thou therefore endure biurdiiess, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, 
No man that warreth entangletb himself with the affairs of this 
life ; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.* 
2 Tim. iL 3, 4.— See also Josh. y. 14. Ps. IzxyiiL 9. Ephes. tL 
11—17. 2Tim.iy.7. 

Although the passage here quoted from St. Paul's 
Second Epistle to Timothy has an especial reference 
to a minister of Christ, the Words may well be ap- 
plied to the case of Christ's disciples in general. Now 
we know that the disciple should think it enough to 
be as his master, and the servant as his lord.* If our 
blessed Master be " the Captain of the Lord's host," 
**a leader and commander to the people;"* His 
followers are as soldiers who fight under His command 
and guidance, against the enemies of their salvation. 

It is here implied that our life ought not to be a 
life of ease, and softness, and self-pleasing ; and also, 
that it is no easy task to gain the crown of eternal life. 
It is a soldier's business to please him who has chosen 
him to that honour and service ; and he therefore 
abstains from entangling himself in the eommcm con- 
eems and affairs of life, in order that he may be 
always ready for any enterprise on which his com- 
mander may send him, however difficult or hazardous. 
He must not shrink from enduring hardness, cold and 
heat, hunger and thirst, labour and watchings. He 
must not shrink from peril of life or limb. He must 
not choose for himself the post which he would prefer, 
but cheerfully occupy that which is chosen or ap- 
pointed for him. 

We are thus taught how little they know the nature 
-of their calling, who think that they need live by no 
other rule than that of their own liking. The prize 
of our heavenly calling will not fall into our hands, 

1 Matt. X. 25. * Isa. Iv. 4. 
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unless we strive for it, as a soldier for the victory. 
If we rise, day after day, to forward only our worldly 
interest, or amuse ourselves as best we can ; we are 
in no sense soldiers of Jesus Christ. We should ever 
remember that we have enemies to contend with; the 
world, the flesh, and the devil ; and that we can never 
contend successfully, unless we are watchful against 
the secret snares as well as the open assaults by which 
they seek to entangle and destroy us. Alone or in 
company, in joy or sorrow, in business or recreation, 
we have still need to be on our guard ; for our ene- 
mies plan their attacks according to the present con- 
dition of our souls, and ever direct their greatest 
force against our weakest points. The devil seeks 
to sift us as wheat is sifted ; and at one time he en- 
deavours to puff us up with pride and conceit, at 
another to lower us to sloth and sensuality. He 
tempts us sometimes with the love of money ; 
at others, through the more malignant passions of 
envy, hatred, and uncharitableness : or he seeks to 
terrify us from duty by the fear of man ; to discou- 
rage us by suggesting to us hard thoughts of God ; 
or to prejudice us against the humbling truths of the 
gospel, by high notions of our own goodness. A 
Christian soldier is desired to take unto himself the 
whole armour of God, in order that he may stand 
against these manifold assaults. He is to have his 
loins girt about with truth; and to cover himself 
wdth the breastplate of righteousness ; and to have 
his feet shod wdth the preparation of the gospel of 
peace. Above all, he is to take the sliield of faith, 
wherewith he may quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked ; and the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And that he 
may have this armour always bright and serviceable, 
he must pray always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with all per- 
severance ; remembering ever, that it is not for one 
who girdeth on his harness to boast like one who 
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putteth it off;* and that it is God only who teacheth 
his hands to war, and his fingers to fignt.* 

Now we know that a soldier is not admitted into 
an army without taking an oath of duty and obedience 
to his commander ; and thus, when Christ chooseth 
any one to he His soldier, the sign of the Cross is 
required upon his forehead, in token that he will man- 
fully fight and faithfully serve ; and he is required 
also in the sacrament of baptism, to " promise and 
vow" that he will indeed renounce all other alle- 
giance, and walk in the ways of faith and obedience. 
The word '^ sacramentum," from which our word Sa- 
crament is derived, meant, in the classic writers, the 
military oath which was taken by the Roman soldiers ; 
and the vows which we first take on us in the sacra- 
ment of baptism, we are to renew continually in the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It is through these 
blessed channels of grace, that we receive strength to 
have victory and to triumph in the conflict to which 
we are engaged. 

For as our blessed Master went forth " conquer- 
ing and to conquer;" so will He give us the 
victory,* by that strength which is made perfect in 
weakness.* Out of the mouth of very babes and 
suckUngs hath He ordained strength, to still the 
enemy and the avenger.* Having Himself bruised 
the head of the serpent,^ He will shortly also bruise 
the same enemy under our feet.' Our part must be, 
to conform ourselves to the rules of His heavenly 
warfare, by patience, humility, and meekness; still 
leaving it to Him to appoint our post, and to choose 
for us the services in which we are to labour ; and 
endeavouring to " quit ourselves like men,"* whether 
the work to wliich He calls us be one of patient suffer- 



1 1 Kings XX. 11. 3 Ps. cxliv. 1. 

» Rom. viii. 37. * 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

» Ps. viii. 2. « Gen. iu. 15. 

' Rom. xvi. 20. « 1 Sam. iv. 9. 1 Cor. xvi/lS. 
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ing, or of quiet obedience, or of more active and 
forward exertion. 



XLVn. — THE HART DEKRINO THE WATER BROOKS. 

*" As the liart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth n^ soul after 
Thee, God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the liying God : when 
shall I come and appear before God T Pb. xlii. 1, 2. — See also Pb. 
IxilL 1. Ps. Ixxxiv. John vii. 37. 

There is a glen in yonder woods, through which a 
quiet brook winds its way among ferns and sedges. 
The trees on its opposite banks intermingle their 
branches ; and even in the summer noon the shadow 
is broken only by such flickering lights as find their 
way through a dense foliage to the bosom of the 
water. 

The deer are accustomed to gather themselves at 
noon to that cool solitude and refreshing brook ; and 
are often seen reclining in groups upon the mossy 
bank, or quenching their thirst in the shallow stream^ 
To-day, however, the hunters had scared theni from 
their nook; and were chasing a hart over the 
open brow above the woods, under the sultry sun. 
Panting with the heat and exertion, it was evidently 
making for its favourite haunt and the quiet brook. 
From «ome change of purpose, its pursuers discon- 
tinued the chase ; and the frightened and exhausted 
creature was suffered to plunge into the copses, and 
find its way to the shades for which it longed. How 
eager must have been its draught, when it reached 
the brook! how grateful and refreshing the plunge 
into the flood, and the rest amidst the moss and fern! 

When David would express the desires of his soul 
towards God, he likened them to the longing of a hart 
for the water brooks. " Like as the hart desire th the 
water brooks, so longeth my soul after Thee, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God : 
when shall I come to appear before the presence of 
God ?'* How eager must have been his desire, and 
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how earnest his affections ; that no comparison but 
one taken from a need thus pressing, could suffice to 
express their intenseness! He was at this time 
probably driven from his kingdom by Absalom, and 
deprived therefore of the comfort of the Temple 
services. We see how deeply we should value the 
opportunities of public worship, and how much we 
should blame ourselves for the cold and formal man- 
ner in which we too often join in them. But we 
may see also in this beautiful similitude, the image of 
a true Christian, under the burden of the flesh and 
the weariness of this miserable world, looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God.* 
Looking evermore to God as the source of all good 
and happiness, he longs for the time when, through 
the merits of his Saviour Christ Jesus, he may be ad- 
mitted to an everlasting communion with that inex- 
haustible fountain of wisdom and goodness. He feels 
that in this world he has no resting place ; and knows 
that nothing which is in it can satisfy his desires.* His 
affections find their true object in God ; and his hopes 
and desires fix themselves upon things above. Con- 
tent indeed to stay on earth and serve God humbly, 
in the quiet duties of his calling, until the time shall 
come ; he is still looking upward to his true home, and 
forward to the period when he shall at length be 
^Summoned to it. Meanwhile, the statutes of God are 
his songs in this house of his pilgrimage ;' and he id 
supported by the thought of that blessed day, when 
he shall drink evermore of the pleasures which are at 
God's right hand, and, as it were, renew his exhausted 
strength in the river of the water of life. 

May God vouchsafe to bring us to that blessed place, 
** where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest;"* and may he ever make us diligent to 
prepare for it; purifying our hearts by faith,* and 

' 2 Pet. iii. 1^ , * Isa. It. 2. 

* Ps. cxlx. 64. * Job iii. 17. * Acts xr. 9. 
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enabling us to " set our affections on things above, 
not on things on earth 1"* 



XLVni. — THE FOUNTAIN OP LIVING WATERS. 

" My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters^ and hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water:" Jer. ii. 13.— See also Ps. 
xxxvi. 9. John iv. 14. 

As water is one of the most essential requisites for 
life as well as health, it is continually applied in Holy 
Scripture to represent to us the necessity of divine 
grace ; and thus a well or spring of water becomes 
an emblem of the eternal source of all spiritual bless- 
ings, and of salvation itself. The blood of our blessed 
Saviour, by which His people are washed from the 
defilements of sin, is called a Fountain opened to the 
house of David and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
for sin and for uncleanness.' The quickening and 
refreshing influences of the Holy Spirit are in like 
manner compared by our Lord Himself to *^ rivers of; 
living water ;"' and when God by the prophet Jere- 
miah declares Himself " a fountain of living waters,**' 
we may understand that it is God the Father, who 
thus sets Himself forth to us as the source of all 
temporal and spiritual good. 

The beauty and suitableness of this similitude 
would be more strikingly seen by the inhabitants of 
those parched and sandy countries, in which a well or 
fountain of water is prized in proportion to its scarcity, 
than by ourselves, who scarcely know what it is to 
feel the need of it; and therefore (as too often happens) 
are less sensible of its value. With what eager long- 
ing must the pilgrims over the desert look forward to 
their repose on the favoured spot, where a perpetual 
spring creates a little island of verdure in the midst 
of the burning plain ! The image of such a well or 

? Col. ui. 2. 2 Zech. xiu. 1. ^ John vu. 38. 
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fountain must come across their minds with a train of 
happy and grateful thoughts, which it scarcely brings 
to ourselves: and when God likens himself to an 
unfailing fountain, they must see the truths implied 
by the similitude more clearly and fully than we are 
perhaps able to perceive them. It must at once sug- 
gest to them the thought that in God we live, and 
move, and have our being ; that without him we must 
perish ; that in His presence we have the fulness of 
joy; that in Him alone the weary can find rest, and 
the mourner comfort ; and that the soul which thirsts 
for something that can truly satisfy its wants and 
desires, must seek it in God only. 

As God is pleased to liken Himself to a fountain of 
living waters, so He compares those who seek happi- 
ness in any creature whatever to men, who having an 
unfailing spring of water at hand, should be fooKsh 
enough to turn away from it and hew out for them- 
selves broken cisterns that can hold no water. This 
was the case of those who forsook the worship of the 
true and living God, for the service of idols ; and it 
is the case with all who either think to find satis- 
faction on earth in earthly things, or who build their 
hopes of happiness hereafter on their own fancied 
merits or observance of the outward forms of re- 
ligion. What folly would it be to depend for water 
on such a cistern as has been supposed, rather than 
on a perpetual fountain ever near at hand ; and yet 
how slow are we to seek in God that rest and happi- 
ness, which we seek so eagerly in the endearments of 
this life, or in the gratification of our vain-glorious 
wish for human praise, or in the pursuit of pleasure, or 
in the possession of wealth ! How many " broken cis- 
terns" of this kind have we trusted to, as an unfailing 
source of joy and contentment ; and when experience 
has shown in one instance the vanity of our trust, we 
have only turned as fondly and as blindly to hew us 
out another cistern of the same kind ; as unable as the 
last to supply us in our time of need with the refresh- 
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ing and satisfying draught, on which we so eagerly 
counted ! And how unwilling are we also to acknow- 
ledge, that our very best and holiest deeds are in 
themselves so unworthy of the Divine favour, that we 
must depend to the very last for pardon and accept- 
ance, on the merits only of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ! 

" And now (God said to his people of old) what 
hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the 
waters of Sihor ? or what hast thou to do in the way 
of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?"' We 
cannot wonder that those who know no better, and 
who have never drunk of " the waters of Shiloah that 
go softly," ^ should be found in ^^ the way" of tiiis 
world's vanities, trying to slake their thirst in those 
troubled and polluted waters. But what have we to 
do on that path which leads to disappointment and 
destruction ? We have been led early to that river 
which maketh glad the city of God;' and we are 
indeed most faidiless, as well as thankless and foolish, 
if we are so unmindful of our high and happy calling 
as to forsake " the fountain of living waters," for any 
** broken cistern " whatever of earthly hopes, or carnal 
dependence. 

XLIX. — THE LETTING OUT OF WATER. 

" The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water : therefore 
leave off contention, before it be meddled with." Prov. rvii. 14. 
— See also Ps. zzxiv. 13. Prov. xv. 1. Matt. v. 6. 

It was but a narrow channel which was cut in the 
dam, to let out the waters from the reservoir; yet 
how wide a breach have they already made ! While 
no vent was afforded them, they remained at rest ; 
and their pressure was not too much for the embank- 
ment which was raised to resist it; but when the 
least opening was once made, they did not confine 
themselves to that narrow outlet; but the issuing 

' Jer. il. 18. « Isa. viu. 6. « Ps. xln. 4. 
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stream wore away speedily the sides of the channel ; 
and at length the rolling flood swept away with 
irresistible force, what it had required the labour 
of many months to raise. 

Thus have I seen a tide of angry tempers roll forth, 
through the vent afforded by one hasty and ill-con- 
sidered word. While the door of the fips was kept,* 
the soul was comparatively still, and it found little 
difficulty in keeping within due bounds the feelings 
that were excited by what had passed; but when, 
once they found vent in an angry expression, they 
gradually burst the bounds that were before suffi- 
cient to keep them in. The angry word was an- 
swered by a bitter taunt, and this again provoked 
another. New subjects of complaint and recrimina- 
tion suggested themselves to the disputants, which 
they would never otherwise have thought of bringing 
forward ; and expressions were used on both sides 
which it might be difficult ever to forget. The friend- 
ship which had been the growth of years was weak- 
ened, if not destroyed, by a quarrel which neither 
party dreamt of when they first gave vent to their 
excited feelings. 

Beware of thus letting out a tide which you may 
find it impossible to stop. You think that you will 
just say one word, and will then be able to cease froni 
strife ; but it is far more easy to suppress that word, 
than it will be to " let go displeasure *' when the word 
has once been spoken. Be afraid of wounding and 
perhaps losing a true friend, for the gratification of 
venting a peevish humour. Remember that it is said, 
** It is an honour for a man to cease from strife."* 
And again : " He that is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he 
that taketh a city."' Frequently offer up the prayer, 
" Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep 
tlie door of my lips." 

? Ps. cxU. 3. » ProT. M. 8. ' Ibid. xvi. 32. 
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L. — THE GRADUAL DAWN. 

** The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day." ProT. iv. 18.— See also Ps. Ixxziy. 7. 
Zech. iv. 10. 2 Cor. iii. 18. Phil. ii. 15. 

How gradual is the dawn of day, and how pleasant 
is it to watch the first signs of the returning light; 
and to observe the darkness melting into the grey 
twilight, and the first faint daybreak in the east by 
degrees becoming a bright and gorgeous tabernacle 
for the rising sun ! The forms which were lately lost 
in one mass of shadow, now begin to separate them- 
selves into distincter outlines ; a grey colouring steals 
over the landscape that lay in darkness, and at length 
the various hues of the meadow and the woodland 
seem to greet the first rays of the approaching king, 
as he climbs above the horizon with so stately a 
tread. 

It is already full daylight, but the mists still hang 
upon the distant hills, and we can trace the winding 
rivulet only by the dews that rise from it. Some 
hours will yet pass before all nature owns the ripening 
power pf the meridian heat; but, though gradual, 
the progress of yon glorious orb is sure. " His going 
forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit 
unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the 
heat thereof."* After having run his useful course, 
he will sink, as it were, to rest amidst the brightest 
tokens of a glorious morrow. 

And such, my son, is the course of a true servant 
of our common Master. It begins with faint in- 
dications of the light that is dawning on his soul, and 
though beautiful aind blessed even in its earliest 
brightness, it is not free from the mists of youthful 
hopes and vanities which sometimes threaten to 
obscure the promise of the dawn. But as prayer 
draws down from "the Father of lights" a larger 

^ Ps. xix. 6. 
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measure of His illuminating grace/ the mists by de- 
grees disperse, and the shadows of ignorance and 
vanity are scattered before it. The Christian advances 
from grace to grace, and his course is marked by 
deeds of charity, self-denial, and mercy. His path 
shines more brightly as it may be traced by more 
abundant works of faith and labours of love ; souls 
edified, sorrowing hearts comforted, wants supplied, 
fruits of holiness and peace already ripening on 
many a spot that was before a desert waste. And 
as along his useful course he "shines"* with a 
brightening holiness, and "bums" with a deeper 
zeal ;^ so when his course is ended he sinks to rest, 
with the hope and tokens of a still more glorious 
" rising" in " the morning"* of the resurrection. 

Hear, then, the word which bids you " arise, and 
shine ; for the light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee." Be not discouraged if at first the 
light is but faint, and if it be dimmed at times by the 
clinging mists of that darkness out of which you are 
called. Do not expect to " shine" at once like those 
who have long followed " the Sun of righteousness" 
along His bright and burning path. But be diligent 
in prayer, and in all useful and lowly duties. Be 
earnest in advancing further from the region of dark- 
ness, and in climbing the steep ascent of grace and 
virtue. Then it shall not fail but that the evening 
of your days (whether it come early or be long de- 
layed) shall be brightened with the promise of a happy 
resurrection, even with a hope that is fuU of im- 
mortality. 

* Heb. vi. 4. » Isa. Ix. 1. » John v. 85. * Ps. xlix. 14. 



THE END. 
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